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THE CARPENTERS’ COMPANY 


e ° o > . . 
Its Origin and its Anniversaries 


The purposes of “The Carpenters’ Company of the City and 
County of Philadelphia,” as announced by the Act of Incorpora- 
tion, were: 


‘To obtain instruction in the science of Architecture, to assist such 
of its members, or the widows and children of members, as should by 
accident be in need of support; and the adoption of a system of meas- 
urement and prices.’ .... 


With this very practical and truly philanthropic back-ground, 
the Association flourished, grew in membership and influence. 
Robert Smith, the designer of the old State House (Independence 
Hall) and Edmund Wooley, its builder, were both pioneer mem- 
bers of the Company. : 

Charter Members—That, for the purpose of promoting the use- 
ful and charitable objects before mentioned, the members of the 
Carpenters’ Company ; that is to say, 


Isaac Zane 

John Mifflin 
Joseph Thornhill 
Benjamin Loxley 
James Worrell 
Gunning Bedford 
Thomas Nevell 
James Armitage 
Samuel Griscom 
James Pearson 
William Roberts 
Richard Armitt 
James Potter 
George Wood 
Joseph Rakestraw 
Silas Engles 
William Lownes 
Samuel Powell 
William Robinson 
James Bringhurst 
James Graisbury 
Thomas Shoemaker 
David Evans 
William Colliday 
William Ashton 
Samuel Jervis 
Samuel Wallis 


Matthew MeGlathery 


Thomas Proctor 
Adam Zantzinger 
John Keen 

John Lort 

Joseph Govett 
Joseph Ogelby 
William Williams 
Robert Allison 


George Forepaugh 


John Smith 

Mathias Sadler 

James Gibson 

George Ingles 

Frazier Kinsley 

James Corking 
Joseph Rakestraw, Junr. 
Joseph Thornhill, Junr,. 
John King 

Andrew Boyd 

Conrad Bartling 
William Garrigues 
John Rugan 

Mark Rhodes 

Robert Evans — 

Joseph Wetherel 

Hugh Roberts 

Isaac Jones 

Samuel Pancoast, . 
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Richard Mosley 


The Carpenters’ Company 





Mathias Val Keen Nathan Allen Smith 
Wm. Stevenson * Samuel Jones 
Robert Morrell John Hall 


; Joseph Howell, Junr. 
John Reinhard Israel Hallowell 


Samuel Pastorius John Harrison 
Josiah Matlack Ebenezer Ferguson 


John Piles John Cooper 
Joseph Clark William Linnard 


William Zane Jonathan Evans 
Benjamin Mitchell Joseph Worrell 
Thomas Savery James Boyer 


be, and the same persons are hereby created a body corporate and 
politic in deed and in name, by the name and style of “The Car- 
penters’ Company of the City and County of Philadelphia.” 

Restrictions regarding admissions into the Company were 
adopted at its inception—they remain in force to this day. The 
Company enjoys the distinction of being one of the earliest Asso- 
ciations in Pennsylvania and probably the very oldest one now 
existing. 

Very early in its existence, discussion was rife among the mem- 
bers as to the erection of a suitable building for the use of the 
Company. However, it was not until 1768 that the present site 
on Chestnut Street was purchased at an annual ground rent of 
“176 Spanish milled pieces of eight’ of fine silver, each 17 penny- 
weights and 6 grains. It was then conveyed to Trustees, appointed 
by the Company. 

Two years later, on the “Fifth day of the Second Month, 1770,” 
work on the erection of the building was started. It was sufficiently 
far advanced to permit holding the annual meeting in it, on Jan- 
uary 21, 1771. The story of “Carpenters’ Hall” is linked up with 
that of the City and the Nation. 

_It housed in its time many public meetings. The Quartermaster 
Corps of the U. 8. Army had its origin here. It was occupied as 
quarters for the United States Commissary General of Military 
Stores, the books of the Philadelphia Library were stored in it—the 
nucleus of its present magnificent collection (1773-90), the First 
Bank of the United States, the Bank of the State of Pennsylvania, 
United States Land Office (1797-98), the United States Custom 
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of the City and County of Philadelphia 


House 1802-1817), the Apprentices Library and Musical Fund 
Society (1821), and The Franklin “Institute (1825) all occupied 
it. The Society of Friends (Quakers) used it for Public Worship 
in 1827. In 1857, the Hall was withdrawn from all uses except 
for the needs of the C cM ARY, 

On September 5, 1774, the Hall on the first floor was used by the 
Assembly of shine to consider conditions in the various Col- 


nies. This is known the world over as the First Continental 
Congress—a remarkable and notable assembly. 


Its walls have heard the eloquence of John Jay, Patrick Henry, 
Richard Henry Lee, and the voices of Samuel and John Adams, 
Caesar Rodney, John Dickinson, George Washington and many 
other of the “Fathers” who were active in the formation of a new 
government. 

Here resounded the indignant murmurs of the immortals—here 
they sat in secret consultation upon the wrongs of their country- 
men. In the lower Hall, the Assembly convened daily. Discor- 
dant thoughts and various conflicting political and religious beliefs 
were here blended as in a melting pot, and when the session closed, 
the delegates returned to their several Colonies, united in purpose 
and favoring harmonious action. 

In Carpenters’ Hall, the Government was conceived, which two 
years later was born in Independence Hall. Then, on July 4, 
1776, the indentures that bound the infant nation to the Mother 
Country were cancelled and its bonds were burst asunder, and it 
stepped forth “free and independent” among the nations of the 
earth. 

It is but natural that with the passage of time and the memories 
of their eloquence, Carpenters’ Hall should become a National 
Shrine. Momentous issues and historic incidents cluster about it 
and it will stand sacred so long as National Liberty 1s cherished on 
the earth. 

Because it is so enshrined in the Nation’s life and the City’s 
Growth, the Carpenters’ Company has added another and impor- 
tant duty to its activities. It has maintained the building exactly 
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The Carpenters’ Company 
as it was originally conceived one hundred and fifty years ago, 
This has been done at the Company’s own expense and without 
financial assistance from City or State. 

Today, Carpenters’ Hall is open to the people of the Nation as a 
notable memorial to the patriots who labored so zealously in the 
struggle for freedom and who made possible by their efforts, the 
United States of America. 


CELEBRATION OF 1874 


Commemorating the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Meeting 
of the First Continental Congress. 


It seemed natural and fitting, as the Centenary of the events 
so closely touching the Company and its Hall that appropriate 
celebrations should be observed. 

The Company initiated the movement July 21, 1873, and Walter 
Allison, D. Henry Flickwir and Richard K. Betts were appointed 
a Committee to memoriatize Congress to celebrate the Centennial 
Meeting of the First Continental: Congress in Carpenters’ Hall on 
September 5, 1874. By October 20, the Memorial was prepared 
and approved, transcribed and signed by Samuel Rain, the Presi- 
dent, and William T. Forsythe, Secretary, and sealed with the 
seal of the Company. The Committee was directed to present a 
Copy to the President of the United States and to both Houses 
of Congre:?s 


The Memorial included a resolution that 


“Congress be invited to assemble in Carpenters’ Hall on the Fifth 
day of “the Ninth month next (1874), the hundredth anniversary of 
the meeting of the first American Congress and that such ceremonies 
take place as they in their wisdom may think best suited to that 
memorable occasion.’ 


On July 20, 187+. the Committee reported that Walter Allison 
and Richard K. Betts had proceeded to Washington and presented 
8 
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the Memorial as directed. Mr. Allison offered a report which 
stated : ts 
“Whereas, The Congress of the United States have NOT deemed it 
expedient to celebrate the event as a National one, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That in order to celebrate so important an event in our 
Nation’s history, a Committee of three be appointed who’s duty it 
shall be to have an oration delivered in this Hall and any other cere- 
monies appropriate to the occasion.” 

John M. Ogden, Walter Allison and Richard K. Betts were ap- 
pointed as the Committee of Arrangements. It extended an inyi- 
tation to President Grant and his Cabinet, to Vice-President 
Henry Wilson and to both Houses of Congress, the Chief Justice, 
the Governors of the States and other distinguished officials and 
private citizens. 

In due course and on the date specified (September 5, 1874, at 
Two P. M.) the ceremonies were held. Hon. Henry Wilson, Vice- 
President of the United States and the members of Congress were 
present as were many prominent citizens. John M. Ogden, Chair- 
man, called the meeting to order and nominated for its presiding 
officer the Hon. John Welsh. A prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. 
Thomas F. Davies, Rector of St. Peters Church. 

Mr. Edward C. Knight, on September 4, 1874, presented to The’ 
Carpenters’ Company an original portrait, painted by C. W. Peale, 
of the Hon. Pevton Randolph, the first President of the First 
Continental Congress. 

Colonel Frank M. Etting presented a fac-simile of the signa- 
tures of the members of the First Congress. The original sig- 


natures were made in Carpenters’ Hall by each and every delegate 


then representing the twelve united Colonies. 

President John Welsh briefly addressed the assembly and intro- 
duced Henry Armitt Brown, Esq., as orator of the day. His ad- 
dress was the most stirring and patriotic oration of the times. 
Clear cut, forcible, it gripped his audience for an hour. It pictured 
vividly the labor and travail of that First Congress. It follows 
herewith in full—a piece of English oratory on a par with Burk’s 
speech or the Lest of Webster’s, Clay’s or Sumner’s addresses, 
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The Carpenters’ Company 


ORATION BY HENRY ARMITT BROWN 
Delivered at Carpenters’ Hall, September 5, 1874. 


We have come here to-day in obedience to that natural impulse 
which bids a people do honor to its past. We have assembled to 
commemorate a great event—one of the most famous in our his- 
tory. In the midst of prosperity and profound peace; in the pres- 
ence of the honorable and honored Vice-President of the United 
States, of the chosen rulers of the people, of the members of the 
present and other Congres the suecessors of the statesmen ot 

Tit—of the representatives of the learned professions, and of 
every department of human enterprise and industry and skill, we 
have gathered beneath this roof to celebrate, with reverent and ap- 
propriate services, the one hundredth anniversary of the meeting 
of the First Continental Congress. 

It is a great privilege to be here, and we have to thank the 
Carpenters’ Company for it. The Carpenters’ Company of Phila- 
delphia has always been a patriotic body. In the months which 
preceded the Revolution it freely offered its hall for the meetings 
of the people; and besides the high honor of having entertained 
the Congres s of 1774, it can point to its having sheltered the 
Committees of Safety and the Provincial Committee for a long 
time beneath this roof. The Carpenters’ Company of Philadel- 
phia is a very ancient body. It came into existence when George 
the First was king, when Benjamin Franklin was a_printer’s 
Jad, and Samuel Johnson waz a boy at school. It was founded 
fifty years before an American Congress met, and it is now half 





-as old again as American Independence. And more than this, it 


is a very honorable body. Its members have been counted among 
our best citizens for industry and character. Both this hall, 

which the nation may be said to have been born, and that other, 
where in 1776 its articles of apprenticeship were cancelled, are 
the monuments of its carlier-skill, and there are few house: in this 
City of Homes in which its members have not had a hand. And. 
after all, how fitting does it seem that the hall of the Carpenters’ 
Company should have been the scene of that event which we have 
assembled to commemorate! The men of the First Congress were 
architects themselves: the master-builders of a Republic founded 
on the equality of man—the highest tvpes of which, in the two 
struggles through which it has had to pass, have been Benjamin 
Franklin, the mechanic, and the farmer’s lad whose name was 
Abraham Lincoln. They represented among themselves every rank 
of life—the lawyer, the merchant, the farmer, the mechanic—and 
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they did more to dignify Labor and advance the cause of Hu- 
manity in the seven weeks during which they sat in this place 
than all the parliaments of the world have done in twice as many 
centuries. If there be anything good, if there be anything noble, 
if there be anything precious in the American Revolution, it is 
just this—that it secured for every man an equal chance. Far 


wiser than those who have attempted a similar work beneath 


other skies, the men who achieved that Revolution attacked no 
vested rights, set up no false notions of equality, nor the oppres- 
sion of the many for the tyranny of the few, nor did they break 
the chain that bound them to an honorable past. They sought 
rather to make Virtue and Intelligence the test of manhood— 
to strike down Prerogative and Privilege and open the gates of 
happiness to all alike. And as I contemplate their glorious 
struggle at this distance of time, and think of the national life 
which it has blessed us with—a century of which is surely a great 
achievement for any people—I cannot but think it to have been 
a happy omen that it was inaugurated here. It is impossible, 
in the time which I can allow myself, to attempt a description 
of the causes of the Revolution. The duty which I have to dis- 
charge is sufficiently difficult. I shall tax your patience, at any 
rate, I fear, (for the trial is rather how little than how much 
to say), but the story must needs be long, and the occasion seems 
one of historic dignity. 

It was only a month ago that the inhabitants of a little island 
in the northern corner of the Atlantic Ocean met on their Law 
Mount and celebrated, with song and saga, their one thousandth 
anniversary. That hardy race, which counts among its achieve- 
ments the first discovery of this continent, has witnessed many 
memorable and strange events. Locked up in snow and ice, pro- 
tected by the warring elements, it has watched the growth and 
decay of empires, the rise and fall of nations, the most wonderful 
changes in every quarter of the glebe. But it has seen no spec- 
tacle more extraordinary than that which we commemorate to-day, 
and in all the sterile pages of its thousand vears of history it can 
point to no such achievements as fill up the first century of this 
younger nation. 

The tendency of the American colonies toward union had fre- 
quently shown itself before 1774. There was, of course, little 
sympathy at the outset between the Puritan of New England and 
the Virginian cavalier, the Roman Catholic of Maryland and the 
Pennsylvania Quaker. Each had, in times past, suffered at the 
other’s hands, and the smart of their injuries was not soon 
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forgotten. But time, that great healer, came after a while to efface 
its sharpness, and when thé third generation had grown up little 
bitterness remained. For, after all, there is no sympathy like 
that which is begotten by common sufferiny, The trials of these. 
men had been much the same. The spirit of persecution had 
driven forth all alike. Their ideas of liherty—narrow as they 
were at first—did not materially differ, and their devotion to them 
had led all alike across the seas. Thev spoke the same language. 
inherited the same traditions, revered the same examples, wor- 
shipped the same God. Nor had the obstacles which they had 
overcome been different. Heat and eold, fire and sword. hunger 
and thirst—thev had all experienced these, The Frenchman on 
the North and the Indian along the Western frontier had con- 
stantly threatened them with a common danger, and when the 
news of Braddock’s defeat came down the slopes of the Alleghany 
Mountains it sent a thrill through hearts jn Georgia and New 
Hampshire, as well as in Pennsylvania and Maryland. As early as 
the year 1754 the Indian troubles and_ thre necessity for united 
action had led to the assembling of a convention or council at 
Albany, at which seven colonies were represented, The scheme 
for a perpetual union which the genius of Franklin had then 
devised was not successful, it is true. but the ineeting under such 
circumstances awakened a strong desire for union among his 
countrymen: and when, in 1765, the times had changed, and the 
mother-country, victorious over France, ttirmed her hand against 
her children, the sense of danzer found expression in the econyen- 
tion which the Stamp Act brought together in New York. I 
pass without comment over the vears which intervened between 
1765 and 1774. The Stamp Act had been repented, but a sueces- 
sion of severer measures had brought thines from bad to worse. 
Great Britain was in the zenith of her power. The colonies were 
thirteen in number, and contained about two millions and a half 
of inhabitants. Let us, then, in the course cf the hour which we 
are to spend together here, endeavor to go back to imagination to 
the summer of 1774. Here in Philadelphia there have been fever- 
ish days. The news of the determination of the ministry to shut 
up the port of Boston, followed as it is soon after by the attempt 
to do away with the ancient charter of Massachusetts and to 
remove to Great Britain the trial of offences committed in Amer- 
ica, has aroused the patriotic resistance ol the whole country. In 
every town and hamlet. from New Hampshire to the southern 
boundary of Georgia, bold protests are recorded by the people, and 
Boston is declared to be suffering in the common cause. The first 
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day of June, when the Port Bil goes into effect, is everywhere 
kept as a day of fasting and humiliation. Flags are lowered to 
half-mast, shops shut up and the places of worship crowded with 
thoughtful men. Nine-tenths of the houses of Philadelphia are 
closed in mourning, and-the famous bells of Christ Church are 
muffled in distress. Nor are the fellow-countrymen of the Bos- 
tonians content with this manifestation of their sympathy. From 
every part of the colonies come contributions for the suffering 
poor. Money, provisions and articles of clothing pour in from 
every side. There is but one sentiment in the great majority of 
the people—a determination to support the men of Massachusetts 
to the end. They were not unconscious of the dangers of such a 
course. The disparity between the power of Great Britain and 
their own was far more apparent to them than it can ever he to 
us. Thev saw her the first power of the age—fresh from the 
memorable wars in which she had destroyed the naval and co- 
lonial power of France. The air still rang with the cheers with 
which they had greeted her successive triumphs, each of which they 
had come to look upon as their own. Her armies had been vic- 
torious in every land, her fleets triumphant on the most distant 
seas, and whatever of spirit, of courage and of endurance they 
might believe themselves to possess they had inherited from her. 
“We have not fit men for the times,’ wrote one of the leading 
actors in the drama that was about to begin; “we are deficient in 
genius, in education, in travel, in fortune, in everything. I feel 
unutterable anxiety.” But there is no thought of vielding in any- 
body’s breast. “God grant us wisdom and fortitude,” writes John 
Adams, in June, and he speaks the universal sentiment of his 
countrymen. “Should the opposition be suppressed, should this 
country submit, what infamy and ruin! God forbid! Death 
in any form is less terrible’? It was out of this consciousness 
of weakness that the strength of the Revolution grew. Had Massa- 


-chusetts stood alone, had a feeling of strength seduced the col- 


onies to remain divided, the end weuld have been far different. 
Singly, they would have offered but a slight res zistance—together, 
they were invincible. And the blind policy of the English king 
and ministry steadily fostered this sentiment of union. The 
closing of the port of Boston was intended by its authors to punish 
Massachusetts alone, but the merchant of Charleston or New York 
saw in the act the attempt to exercise a power which might one 
day be directed against him, and the Pennsylvanian could have 
little feeling of security in submitting his valued institutions to 
the merev of those w ho sought. by an act of Parliament, to sweep 
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The Carpenters’ Company 


away the ancient charter ef Massachusetts. The cause of one 
colony became the cause of all. The rights of Massachusetts were 
the rights of America. 

All through the spring and summer there had been concert and 
consultation. Couriers are riding here and there with messages 
from Committees of Correspondence which, thanks to Samuel 
Adams, have been established in every village. A constant inter- 
change of counsels has soon begotten confidence; with better 
understanding has come a sense of strength. Each colony seems 
ready for her share of the responsibility, and no town, however 
feeble, feels alone. Boston is strengthened in her glorious martyr- 
dom as her sister towns reach forth to clasp her shackled hands, 
and the cry goes forth, at last, for the assembling of a Continental 
Congress. “Permit me to suggest a general Congress of deputies 
from the several Houses of Assembly on the Continent? John 
Hancock savs on the 4th of March, “as the most effectual method 
of establishing a union for the security of our rights and liber- 
Lee. 4. Congress, and then an Assemb sly of States,” erles Samuel 
Adams, in April, 1775. Here is a call for a general Congress in 
the newspaper which I hold in my hand—a journal published 
in Philadelphia on the 11th of October, 1773. “A Congress,” 
suggest the Sons of Liberty of New York in the spring of the fol- 
lowing year, and in all parts of the country the cry meets with a 
response. The first official call comes from Virginia, dated May 
28, 1774. On the 20th of that month the W higs of Philadel- 
phia have met, to the number of three hundred, in the long room 
of the City Tavern on Second Street, and, after consultation, 
unanimously resolved that the Governor be asked at once to call a 
meeting of the Assembly of this Province, and a Committee of 
Correspondence be appointed to write to the men of Boston “that 
we consider them as suffering in the general cause;” “that we truly 
feel for their unhappy situation:” “that we recommend to them 
firmness, prudence and moderation ;” and that “we shall continue 
to evince our firm adherence to the cause of American liberty.” 

The messenger who bears this letter finds the country all alive. 
The Boston Committee send southward a calm statement of the 
situation, and asks for general counsel and support. Rumor fol- 
lows rumor as the days go by, and presently a courier comes rid- 
ing down the dusty king’s highway from the North, and never 
draws rein till he reaches the Merchants’ Coffee House, where 
the patriots are assembled in committee. The intelligence he 
brings is stirring, for men come forward with flushed cheeks and 


sparkling eyes. And soon it is on every lip. Behold, great news! 
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Bold Sam Adams has locked the Assembly door on the king’s 
officers at Salem, and the General Court has named Philadelphia 
and the first of September as the place and time for the assembling 
of a Congress of Deputies from all the colonies. Twelve hundred 
miles of coast is soon aflame. Nor is the enthusiasm confined to 
youth alone. Hopkins and Hawley in New England, and Gads- 
den in Carolina, are as full of fire as their vounger brethren, and 
far away, in a corner of the British capital, a stout old gentle- 
man in a suit of gray cloth, with spectacles on his nose and a 
bright twinkle in his eve, is steadily preparing for the struggle 
which he--wise, far-sighted, great-souled Franklin—has long for- 
seen and hoped for. One by one the colonies choose delezates. 
Connecticut first, Massachusetts next, Maryland the third, New 
Hampshire on the 2ist of July, Pennsylvania on the 22d, and 
so on until all but Georgia have elected representatives. Yet still 
king and Parliament are deaf and blind, royal governors are writ- 
ing: “Massachusetts stands alone; there will be no Congress of 
the other colonies.” Boston hes still, the shipping motionless 
in her harbor, the merchandise rotting on her wharves, and else- 
where, as of old, the dull routine of provincial life goes jogging 
on. The creaking stages lumber to and fro. Ships sail slowly up 
to town, or swing out into the stream waiting for a wind to take 
them out to sea. fen rise and go to work, eat, lie down and sleep. 
The sun looks down on hot, deserted streets, and so the long days 
of summer pass until September comes. With the first days ‘of the 
new month there is excitement among the Philadelphia Whigs. All 
through the week the delegates to ‘Congress have been arriving. 
Yesterday, Christopher Gadsden and Thomas Lynch, Esquires, 
landed at the wharf, having come by sea from Charleston, South 
Carolina; today, Colonel Nathaniel Folsom and Major John Sulli- 
van, the de elegates from New Hampshire, ride into town. The 
friends of liberty are busy. The great coach-and-four of John Dick- 
inson rolls rapidly through the “streets as he hastens to greet the 
Virginian gentlemen w ho have just arrived, and in the northern 
suburbs a company of horsemen has galloped out the old King’s 
Road to welcome the delegates from Massachusetts, who have 
atrivea at Frankford, with Sam Adams at their head. With 
Saturday night they are all here, save those from North Carolina, 
who were not chosen till the 25th, but are on their way. 

Sunday comes—the last Sabbath of the old provincial days. 
The bells of Christ Church chime sweetly in the morning air, and 
her aisles are crowded beyond their wont; but the solemn service 
glides along, as in other days, with its prayer for king and queen, 
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so soon to be read for the last time within those walls: and the 
thought, perhaps, never breaks the stillness of the Quakers’ meet- 
ing-house that a thing has come to pass that will make their quiet 
town immortal. Then the long afternoon fades away and the sun 
sinks down yonder over Valley Forge. 

The fifth day of September dawns at Jast. At ten in the morning 
the delegates assemble at the Merchants’ Coffee House. From that 
point they march on foot along the street until they reach the 
threshold of this hall. And what a memorable procession! The 
young men cluster around them as they pass, for these are their 
chosen leaders in the struggle that has come. The women peep 
at them, wonderingly, from the bowed windows of their lowroofed 
houses, little dreaming, perhaps, that these are the fathers of a 
republic for the sake of which their hearts are soon to be wrung 
and their homes made desolate. Here a royalist—“Tory” he is 
soon to be called—turns out for them to pass, scarcely attempting 
to hide the sneer that trembles on his lips. or some stern-browed 
Friend, a man of peace, his broad-brimmed hat set firmly on his 
head, goes by, with measured footsteps, on the other side. Yonder 
urchin, playing by the roadside, turns his head suddenly to stare 
at this stately company. Does he dream of the wonders he shall 
live to see? Men whose names his children shall revere through all 
descending generations have brushed by him while he played, and 
yet he knows them not. 

nd so along the street, and down the narrow court, and up the 
broad steps the Congress takes its way. The place of meeting has 
been well chosen. Some of the Pennsylvanians would have preferred 
the State-House, but that is the seat of Government, and the As- 
sembly, which has adjourned, has made no provision for the meet- 
ing of Congress there. Here, too. have been held the town-meet- 
ings at which the people have protested against the acts of Parlia- 
ment, and the Carpenters? Company, which owns the hall, is made 
up of the friends of libertv. It has offered its hall to the delegates, 
and the place seems fit. It is “a spacious hall,” savs one of them, 
and above there is ‘ta chamber, with an excellent library,” “a con- 
venient chamber opposite to this, and a long entry where gentlemen 
may walk.” The question is put whether the gentlemen are satisfied, 
and passed in the affirmative: the members are soon seated and the 
doors are shut. The silence is first broken by Mr. Lynch, of South 
Carolina. “There is a gentleman present.’ he says, “who has pre- 
sided with great dignity over a very respectable society, and greatly 
to the advantage of America’: and he “moves that the Honorable 
Peyton Randolph. Esquire, one of the delegates from Virginia, be 
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appointed chairman. ” He doubts not it will be unanimous. It is 


so, and vonder “large well-looking man,” carefully dressed, with 
well- powdered wig and scarlet coat, rises and takes the chair. The 
commissions of the delegates are then produced and read, after 
which Mr, Lynch nominates as secretary Mr. Charles Thomson, ‘a 
gentleman,” he says, “of family, fortune, and character.” And 
thereupon, with that singular wisdom which our early statesmen 
showed in their selection of men for all posts of responsibility, the 
Congress calls into his country’s service that admirable man, “the 
Sam Adams of Philadelphia and the life of the cause of liberty.’ 

While the preliminaries are being despatched, let us take a look at 
this company, for it is the most extraordinary assemblage America 
has ever seen. There are fifty delegates present, the representatives 
of eleven colonies. Georgia has had no election, the North Carolin- 
ians have not yet arrived, and John Dickinzon, that “shadow, 
slender as a reed, and pale as ashes,’ that Pennsylvania farmer 
who has sown the seeds of empire, is not a member yet. Directly 
in front, in a seat of prominence, sits Richard Henry Lee. His 
brilliant eye and Roman profile would make him a marked man 
in any company. One hand has been injured, and is wrapped, as 
you see, in a covering of black silk, but when he speaks his move- 
ments are so graceful and his voice so sweet that you forget the 
defect of gesture, for he is an orator—the greatest in America, 
perhaps, save only one. That tall man with the swarthy face and 
black, unpowdered hair, is William Livingston, of New Jersey— 

“no public speaker, but sensible and learned.” Beside him, with 
his slender form bent forward and his face lit with enthusiasm, 
sits his son-in-law, John Jay, soon to be famous. He is the young- 
est of all the delegates, and yonder sits the oldest of them all. His 
form is bent, his thin locks fringing a forehead bowed with age 
and honorable service, and his hands shake tremulously as he 
folds them in his lap. It is Stephen Hopkins, once Chief Justice 
of Rhode Island. Close by him is his colleague, Samuel Ward, 
and Sherman, of Connecticut—that strong man whose name 1s 
to be made honorable by more than one generation. Johnson, of 
Marvland, is here, “that clear, cool head.” and Paca, his colleague, 
“a wise deliberator.” Bland, of Virginia, is that learned-looking, 
“hookish man” beside “zealous, hot-headed” Edward Rutledge. 
The Pennsylvanians are grouped together at. one side—Morton, 
Humphreys, Mitin, Rhoads, Biddle, Ross, and Galloway, the 
Speaker of the Assembly. Bending forward to whisper in the lat- 
ter’s ear.is Duane, of New York—that sly-looking man, a little 
“squint-eved” (John Adams has already written of him), “v ery sen- 
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sible and very artful.” That large-featured man, with the broad, 
open countenance, is William Hooper; that other, with the Roman 
nose, McKean, of Delaware. todney, the latter’s colleague, sits be- 
side him, “the oddest-looking man in the world—tall, thin, pale, his 
face no bigger than a large apple, yet beaming with sense, and wit, 
and humor.” Yonder is Christopher Gadsden, who has been preach- 
ing independence to South Carolina these ten years past. He it 
is who, roused by the report that the regulars have commenced to 
bombard Boston, proposes to march northward and defeat Gage 
at once, before his reinforcements can arrive; and when some one 
timidly says that in the event of war the British will destroy the 
sea-port towns, turns on the speaker with his grand reply:.. “Our 
towns are built of brick and wood; if they are burned down we 
can rebuild them ; but liberty once lost is gone forever.” In all this 
famous company perhaps the men most noticed are the Massa- 
chusetts members. That colony has thus far taken the lead in the 
struggle with the mother-country. A British army Is encamped 
upon her soil; the gates of her chief town are shut: against her 
people the full force of resentment of king and Parliament is 
spent. Her sufferings called this Congress into being, and now 
lend sad prominence to her ambassadors. And of them surely 
Samuel Adams is the chief. What must be his emotions as he sits 
here today—he who “eats little, drinks little, sleeps little, and 
thinks much”—that strong man whose undaunted spirit has led 
his countrymen up to the possibilities of this day? It is his plan 
of correspondence, adopted, after-a hard struggle, in November, 

772, that first made feasible a union in the common defence. He 
called for union as early as April, 1773. For that he had labored 
Without ceasing and without end, now arousing the drooping spirits 
of less sanguine men, now repressing the enthusiasm of rash hearts, 
which threatened to bring on a crisis before the time was ripe, and 
all the while thundering against tyranny through the columns of 
the Boston (razette. As he was ten years ago he is today, the master- 
spirit of the time—as cool, as watchful, as steadfast, now that the 
hour of his triumph is at hand, as when, in darker days, he took up 
the burden James Otis could no longer bear. Beside him sits his 
younger kinsman, John Adams, a man after his own heart—bold. 
fertile, resolute, an eloquent speaker and a leader of men. But 
whose is vonder tall and manly form? It is that of a man of forty 
years of age, in the prime of vigorous manhood. He has not spoken, 
for he is no orator, but there is a look of command in his broad 
face anil firm-set mouth that marks him among men, and seems 
to Justify the deference with which his colleagues turn to speak 
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with him. He has taken a back seat, as becomes one of his great 
modesty—for he is great even in*that—but he is still the foremost 
man in all this company. This is he who has just made in the 
Virginia Convention that speech which Lynch, of Carolina, says 
is the most eloquent speech that ever was made. “I will raise a 
thousand men, subsist them at my own expense, and march with 
them at their head for the relief of Boston.” These were his words— 
and his name is Washington. Such was the Continental Congress 
assembled in Philadelphia. 

Its members were met by a serious difficulty at the very outset. 
The question at once arose. How should their votes be cast—by 
colonies, by interest, or by the poll? Some were for a vote by colo- 
nies; but the larger ones at once raised the important objection that 
it would be unjust to allow to a little colony the same weight as a 
large one. “A small colony,” was the reply of Major Sullivan, of 
New Hampshire, “has its all at stake, as well as a large one.” Vir- 
ginia, responded the delegates: from the Old Dominion, will never 
consent to waive her full representation; and one of them went 
so far as to intimate that if she were denied an influence in pro- 
portion to her size and numbers, she would never again be repre- 
sented in such an assembly. On the other hand, it was confessed 
to be impossible to determine the relative weight which should 
be assigned to each colony. There were no tables of population, of 
products, or of trade, nor had there been a common system in the 
choice of delegates. Each province had sent as many as it liked— 
Massachusetts four, South Carolina five, Virginia seven, Pennsyl- 
vania eight. In one case they had been chosen by a convention 
of the people, in another by a general election, in most by the 
Assembly of the province. There was no rule by which the members 
could be guided. Nor was this the only point of difference among 
the delegates. On no one thing did they seem at first sight to 
agree. Some were for resting their rights on a historical basis— 
others upon the law of nature. These acknowledged the power of 
Great Britain to regulate trade—those denied her right to legislate 
for America at all. One would-have omitted the Quebec bill from 
the list of grievances—another held it to be of them all the very 
worst. Some were for paying an indemnity for the destruction 
of the tea—others cried out that this were to yield the point at 
once. One was defiant, a second conciliatory; Gadsden desired 
independence; Washington believed that it was wished for by no 
thinking man. 
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It was with a full sense of the diversity of these views, of the 
importance of a speedy decision, and of the danger of dissension, 


-that the Congress reassembled the next morning. 


When the doors had been closed and the preliminaries gone 
through with, it is related that an oppressive silence prevailed for 
a long time before any man spoke. No one seemed willing to 
take the lead. It was a season of great doubt and greater danger. 
Now, for the first time perhaps, when the excitement of the assem- 
bling had passed away, and reflection had come to calm men’s 
minds, the members realized completely the importance of their 
acts. Their countrymen watched and waited everywhere. In the 
most distant hamlet beyond the mountains, in the lonely cabin by 
the sea, eyes were turned to this place with anxious longing, and 
yonder, in the North, the brave town lay patient in her chains, 
resting her hopes for deliverance upon them. And not Boston only, 
nor Massachusetts, depended upon them. The fate of humanity for 
generations was to be affected by their acts. Perhaps in the still- 
ness of this morning hour there came to some of them a Vision of 
the time to come. Perhaps to him on whose great heart was des- 
tined so long to lie the weight of all America it was permitted 
to look beyond the present hour, like that great leader of an earlier 
race when he stood silent upon a peak in Moab and overlooked the 
Promised Land. Like him, he was to be the chosen of his people. 
Like him, soldier, lawgiver, statesman. Like him, he was destined 
to lead his brethren through the wilderness: and, happier than he, 
was to behold the fulfilment of his labor. Perhaps, as he sat here 
in the solemn stillness that fell upon this company, he may have 
seen, in imagination, the wonders of the century that is complete 
today. If he had spoken, might he not have said I see a winter 


cof trouble and distress, and then the smoke of cannon in the North. 


T see long years of suffering to be borne, our cities sacked, our 
fields laid waste, our hearths made desolate; men trudging heavily 
through blood-stained snow, and wailing women refusing to be 
comforted. I see a time of danger and defeat, and then a day of 
victory. I see this people, virtuous and free, founding a govern- 
ment on the rights of man. I see that government grown strong, 
that people prosperous, pushing its way across a continent. I see 
these villages become wealthy cities, these colonies great States, 
the Union we are about to found a power among the nations, and I 
know that future generations shall rise up and call us blessed. 
Such might have been his thoughts as these founders of an empire 
cat for a while silent, face to face. It was the stillness of the last 
hour of night before the morning breaks; it was the quiet which 
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precedes the storm. Suddenly, in some part of this hall, a man 
rose up. His form was tall and angular, and his short wig and 
coat of black gave him the appearance of a clergyman. His com- 
plexion was swarthy, his nose long and straight, his mouth large, but 
with a firm expression on the thin lips, and his forehead exception- 
ally high. The most remarkable feature of his face was a pair of 
deep-set eyes, of piercing brilliancy, changing so constantly with 
the emotions which they expressed that none could tell the color of 
them. He began to speak in a hesitating manner, faltering through 
the opening sentences, as if fully convinced of the inability, which 
he expressed, to do justice to his theme. But presently, as he 
reviewed the wrongs of the colonies through the past ten years, his 
cheek glowed and his eye flashed fire and his voice rang out rich and 
full, like a trumpet, through this hall. He seemed not to speak like 
mortal man, thought one who heard him ten years before in the 
Virginia House of Burgesses; and a recent essayist in a leading 
English Review has remarked that, judging by effects, he was one 
of the greatest orators that ever lived. There was no report made of 
his speech that day, but from the notes which John Adams kept 
of the debate we may learn what line of argument he took. He 
spoke of the attacks made upon America by the king and ministry 
of Great Britain, counselled a union in the general defence, and 
predicted that future generations would quote the proceedings 
of this Congress with applause. A step in advance of his time, as 
he had ever been, he went far beyond the spirit of the other dele- 
gates, who, with the exception of the Adamses and Gadsden, did 
not counsel or desire independence. “An entire new government 
must be founded,” was his cry; “this is the first in a never-ending 
succession of Congresses,” his prophecy. And gathering up as it 
was the gift of his genius to do, the thought that was foremost in 
every mind about him, he spoke it in a single phrase: “British 
oppression has effaced the boundaries of the several colonies; I 
am not a Virginian, but an American.’, 

My countrymen, we cannot exaggerate the debt we owe this 
man. The strength of his intellect, the fervor of his eloquence, the 
earnestness of his patriotism and the courage of his heart placed 
him in the front rank of those early patriots, and he stands among 
them the model of a more than Roman virtue. His eloquence was 
one of the chief forces of the American Revolution—as neces- 
sary to that great cause as the intelligence of Franklin, the will 
of Samuel Adams, the pen of Thomas Jefferson, or the sword of 
Washington. In such times of a nation’s trial there is always one 
voice which speaks for all. It echoes the spirit of the age—proud 
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or defiant, glad or mournful, now raised in triumph, now lifted up 
in lamentation. Greece stood on the Bema was Demosthenes; indig- 
nant Rome thundered against Catiline with the tongue of Cicero. 
The proud eloquence of Chatham rang out the triumphs of the 
English name, and France stood still to hear her Mirabeau. Ireland 
herself pleaded for liberty when Henry Grattan spoke, and the 
voice of Patrick Henry was the voice of America, struggling to 
be free! 

Rest in peace, pure and patriotic heart! Thy work is finished 
and thy fame secure. Dead for three-quarters of a century, thou 
art still speaking to the sons of men. Through all descending 
time thy countrymen shall repeat thy glowing words, and, as the 
pages of their greatest bard kept strong the virtue of the Gre- 
cian youth, so from the grave shalt thou, who “spoke as Homer 
wrote,” inspire in the hearts of men to be that love of liberty 
which filled thine own! 

Great as were at first the differences of interest and opinion 
among the members of the Congress of 1774, there were none which 
their patriotic spirits could not reconcile. It was the salvation of 
the Americans that they had chosen for their counsellors men who 
believed, with Thomas Jefferson, that “the whole art of government 
consists in the art of being honest,” and who were enthusiastic 
lovers of their country. No matter how strong had been their 
individual opinions, or how dear the separate interests involved, 
there seemed to these men no sacrifice too great to make for the 
common cause. As the debates progressed different views were 
reconciled and pet theories sacrificed to the general judgment. 
Day after day they became more united and confidence increased. 
“This,” wrote John Adams on the 17th of September, “was one of 
the happiest days of my life. In Congress we had noble sentiments 
and manly eloquence. This day convinced me that America will 
support the Massachusetts or perish with her.” After a full and free 
discussion, in which the subject was considered in all its aspects, 
it was decided that each colony was entitled to a single vote. By 
this means the integrity of the provinces was preserved, and 
out of it grew the theory, so familiar to us, of the sovereignty 
of the State. It was next agreed upon to rest the rights of the 
colonies on a historical basis. By this wise determination the 
appearance of a revolution was avoided, while the fact remained 
the same. Nor was there a sudden break in the long chain of the 
nation’s history; the change was gradual, not abrupt. The common 
law of England. under the benign iniluence of which the young 
colonies had grown up, remained unchanged, and when, in less 
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than two years, the Declaration of Independence created a new 
government, the commonwealth quietly took the place of king. 
The revolution was then complete; the struggle which followed 
was merely to secure it; and the American grew strong with the 
belief that it was his part to defend, not to attack—to preserve, 
not to destroy; and that he was fighting over again on his own soil 
the battle for civil liberty which his forefathers had won in Eng- 
land more than a century before. We cannot too highly prize the 
wisdom which thus shaped the struggle. Having ‘decided these 

points, the Congress agreed upon a declaration of rights. First, 
then, they named as natural rights the enjovment of life, liberty 
and fortune. They next claimed, as British su bjects, to be bound 
by no law to which they had not consented by their chosen represen- 
tatives (excepting such as might be mutually agreed upon as neces- 
sary for the regulation of trade). They denied to Parliament all 
power of taxation, and vested the right of legislation in their own 
Assernblies. The common law of England they declared to be their 
birthright, including the rights of a trial by a jury of the vicinage, 
of public meetings s and petition. Thev protested against the main- 
tenance in the colonies of standing armies without their full con- 
sent, and against all legislation by councils dependent on the 
Crown. Havi ing thus proclaimed their rights, they calmly enumer- 
ated the various acts which had been passed in derogation of them. 
These were eleven in number, passed in as many vears—the Sugar 
Act, the Stamp Act, the Tea Act, those which provided for the 
quartering of the troops, for the supersedure of the New York 
Legislature, for the trial in Great Britain of offences committed 
in “Aimerica, for the regulation of the government of Massachu- 
setts, for the shutting of the port of Boston, and the last straw, 
known as the Quebec Bill. 

Their next care was to suggest the remedy. On the 18th of 
October they adopted the articles of American Association, the 
signing of which (on the 20th) should be regarded as the com- 
mencement of the American Union. By its provisions, to which 
they individually and as a body solemnly agreed, they pledged 
the colonies to an entire commercial non-intercourse with Great 
Britain, Ireland, the West Indies, and such North American prov- 
Inces as did not join the Association, until the acts of which 
America complained were all repealed. In strong language they 
denounced the slave-trade, and agreed to hold non-intercourse with 
all who engaged therein. They urged upon their fellow-country- 
men the duties of economy, frugality and the development of their 
own resources; directed the appointment of committees in every 
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town and village to detect and punish all violators of the Associa- 
tion, and inform each other from time to time of the condition of 
affairs : ; and bound themselves, finally, to carry out the provisions of 
the Association by the sacred ties of “virtue, honor and love of 
country.” 

Having thus declared their rights, and their fixed determina- 
tion to defend them, they sought to concilate their English breth- 
ren. In one of the most ‘remarkable state papers ever written they 
called upon the people of Great Britain in a firm but affectionate 
tone to consider the cause for which America was contending as 
one in which the inhabitants of the whole empire were concerned, 
adroitly reminding them that the power which threatened the 
liberties of its American might more easily destroy those of its 
English subjects. They rehearsed the history of their wrongs, 
and “demanded nothing but to be restored to the condition in 
which they were in 1763.” Appealing at last to the justice of the 
British nation for a Parliament which should overthrow the ‘ ar er 
of a wicked and corrupt ministry,” they used these bold and noble 
words: “Permit us to be as free as yourselves, and we shall ever 
esteem a union with you to be our greatest olory and our greatest 
happiness: we shall ever be ready to contribute all in our power to 
the welfare of the empire: we shall consider your enemies as our 
enemies ; your interests as our own. But if you are determined that 
your ministers shall sport wantonly with the rights of mankind—if 
neither the voice of justice, the dictates of the law, the principles 
of the constitution, nor the suggestions of humanity can restrain 
your hands from shedding blood in such an implous cause—we must 
then tell you that we will never submit to be hewers of wood or 
drawers of water for any ministry or nation in the world.” 

In an address to the people of Quebec they described the despotic 
tendency of the late change in their government effected by 
the Quebec Bill, which threatened to deprive them of the blessings to 
which they were entitled on becoming English su bjects, naming 
particularly the rights of representation, of trial by jury, of liberty 
of person and habeas corpus, of the tenure of land by easy rents 
instead of oppressive services, and especially that right so essential 
“to the advancement of truth, science, art and morality 7,” “to the 
diffusion of liberal sentiments” and “the promotion of union? — 
“the freedom of the press.” “These are the rights”? said they. 
“without which a people cannot be free and happy,” and “which 
we are. with one mind, resolved never to resign but with our lives.” 
In conclusion, they urged the Canadians to unite with their fellow- 
colonists below the St. Lawrence in the measures recommended 
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for the common good. They also prepared letters to the people of 
St. John’s, Nova Scotia, Georgia,~and East and West Florida, who 
were not represented in this Congress, asking for their co-operation 
and support. 

Nor was anything omitted by these men which could soften 
the hearts of their oppressors. Declining to petition Parliament, 
they had addressed themselves to the people, recognizing in them 
for the first time the sovereign power. They now decided to peti- 
tion the king. In words both humble and respectful, they re- 
newed their allegiance to his crown, detailed the injuries inflicted on 
them by his ministers, and besought his interference in their be- 
half. “We ask,” they said, “but for peace, liberty and safety. We 
wish not a diminution of the prerogative, nor do we solicit the 
grant of any new right in our favor. Your royal authority over us 
and our connection with Great Britain we shall always carefully 
and zealously endeavor to support and maintain.” Solemnily pro- 
fessing that their “counsels were influenced by no other motive 
than a dread of impending destruction,” they earnestly besought 
their “Most Gracious Sovereign” “in the name of his faithful people 
in America,” “for the honor of Almighty God,” “for his own glory,” 
“the interest of his family,” and the good and welfare of his king- 
dom, to suffer not the most sacred “ties to be further violated” 
in the vain hope “of effects” which, even if secured, could ‘never 
compensate for the calamities through which they must be gained.” 

There remained now for the Congress but one thing to do—to 
render to its countrymen an account of its stewardship. In a long 
letter to their constituents the delegates gave a summary of their 
proceedings, of the difficulties they had encountered, the opinions 
they had formed, the poliev they had agreed to recommend, and, 
with a mournful prophecy of the trials that were at hand, urged 
their fellow-countrymen “to be in all respects prepared for every 
contingency.” Such were, in brief, the memorable state papers 
issued by the First Continental Congress. And, terrible as were 
the dangers which seemed to threaten them from without, its 
members were to be subjected to a trial from within. On the 28th 
of September, Joseph Galloway, of Pennsylvania, submitted to 
the Congress his famous plan. A man of talent and address, at 
one time high in the opinion and confidence of Franklin, he stood 
at the head of the Pennsylvania delegation. The Speaker of the 
House of Assembly. he had wielded great influence in the policy 
of the province. Cold, cautious and at heart a thorough royalist, 
he determined. if pessible, to nip the patriotic movement in the bud. 
Scconded by Duane, of New York, he moved that the Congress 
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should recommend the establishment of a British and American 
government, to consist of “a President-General, appointed by the 
king, and a Grand Council, to be chosen by the several Legislatures ; 
that the Council should have co-ordinate powers with the British 
House of Commons, either body to originate a law, but the consent 
of both to be necessary to its passage; the members of the Council 
to be chosen for three years, the President-General to hold office at 
the pleasure of the king. Here, then, was an ingenious trap in the 
very path of the infant nation. Some men, and good ones, too, 
fell into it. The project was earnestly supported by Duane. The 
younger Rutledge thought it “almost perfect,” and it met with the 
warm approbation of the conservative Jay. But wiser men pre- 
vailed. The Virginian and Massachusetts members opposed it 
earnestly. Samuel Adams saw in it the doom of all hope for liberty, 
and Henry condemned in every aspect the proposal to substitute 
for “a corrupt House of Commons” a “corruptible” legislature, and 
entrust the power of taxation to a body not elected directly by 
the people. His views were those of the majority, and the danger- 
ous proposition met with a prompt defeat. The Suffolk county 
resolutions, adopted on the 9th of September at Milton, Massa- 
chusetts, had reached Philadelphia and the Congress on the 17th, 
and awakened in every breast the warmest admiration and sym- 
athy. Resolutions were unanimously adopted expressing these feel- 
ings in earnest language, recommending to their brethren of Suffolk 
county “a perseverance in the same firm and temperate conduct,” 
and urging upon the people of the other colonies the duty of con- 
tributing freely to the necessities of the Bostonians. There now 
came a still more touching appeal from Massachusetts. “The 
governor,” it said, “was suffering the soldiery to treat both town 
and country as declared enemies”; the course of trade was stopped ; 
the administration of law obstructed; a state of anarchy prevailed. 
Filled with the spirit which in olden times had led the Athenians 
to leave their citv to the foe and make their ships their country, 
this gallant people promised to obey should the Congress advise 
them to “quit their town”: but if it is judged, they added, that 
“by maintaining their ground they can better serve the public cause, 
they will not shrink from hardship and danger.” Such an appeal as 
this could not have waited long for a worthy answer from the men 
of the First American Congress. The letter was received upon 
October 6th. Two davs later the official journal contains these 
words: “Upon motion it was resolved that this Congress approve 
the opposition of the inhabitants of the Massachusetts Bay to the 
execution of the late acts of Parliament; and if the same shall be 
28 
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attempted to be carried into execution, all America ought to 
support them in their opposition.* “This,” says the historian, “is 
the-measure which hardened George the Third to listen to no 
terms.” In vain conciliation and kind words: in vain all assur- 
ances of affection and of loyalty. The men of Massachusetts are 
traitors to their king, and the Congress of all the colonies upholds 
them in rebellion. “Henceforth,” says Bancroft, “conciliation 
became impossible.” 

Having thus asserted their rights to the enjoyment of life, 


“*liberty and fortune: their resistance to taxation without repre- 


sentation; their purpose to defend their ancient charters from 
assault; having denounced the slave trade in language which 
startled the world, and recognized, for the first time in history, 
the People as the source of Authority; having laid the firm founda- 
tions of a Union based upon Freedom and Equality,—the First 
Congress passed out of existence on the 26th of October, after a 
cession of two and fifty days. Half a hundred men, born in a new 
country, bred amid trials and privations, chosen from every rank 
of life, untried in diplomacy, unskilled in letters, untrained in 
statecraft, called suddenly together in a troubled time to advise 
a hitherto divided people, they had shown a tact, a Judgment, a 
self-command and a sincere love of country hardly to be found in 
the proudest annals of antiquity. And their countrymen were 
worthy of them. If the manner in which they had fulfilled their 
duties had been extraordinary, the spirit with which their coun- 
sels were received was still more remarkable. In every part of the 
country the recommendations of the Congress were obeyed as bind- 
ing law. No despotic power in any period of history exercised 
over the minds and hearts of men a more complete control. The 
Articles of Association were signed by tens of thousands, the spirit 
of Union grew strong in every breast, and the Americans steadily 
prepared to meet the worst. The stirring influence of this example 
penetrated to the most distant lands. “The Congress,” wrote Dr. 
Franklin from London in the following winter, “is in high favor 
here among the friends of liberty.” “For a long time,” cried the 
eloquent Charles Botta, “no spectacle has been offered to the 
attention of mankind of so powerful an interest’ as this of the 
present American Congress.” “It is impossible,” says the Scotch 
writer, Grahame, “to read of its transactions without the highest 
admiration? “here never was a body ef delegates more faithful 
to the interests of their constituents,’ was the opinion of David 
Ramsay, the historian. “From the moment of their first debates,” 
De Tocqueville says, “Europe was moved.” The judgment of John 
29 
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Adams declared them to be, “in point of abilities, virtues and for- 
tunes, the greatest men wpon the continent.” Charles Thomson, 
in the evening of his well-spent life, pronounced them the purest 
and ablest patriots he had ever known: and, in the very face of 
king and Parliament, the illustrious Chatham spoke of them the 
well-known words: “J must avow and declare that in all my 
reading of history—and it has been my favorite study; I have 
read Thucydides and admired the master states of the world—that 
for solidity of reasoning, force of sagacity and wisdom of conclusion, 
under such a complicaton of circumstances, no nation or body of 
men can stand in preference to the General Congress assembled in 
Philadelphia.” Long years have passed, and there have been many 
changes in the governments of men. The century which has 
elapsed has been crowded with great events, but the calm judgment 
of posterity has confirmed that opinion, and mankind has not ceased 
to admire the spectacle which was once enacted here. “But that 
you may be more earnest in the defence of your country,” cried 
the great Roman orator, speaking in a vision with the tongue 
of Scipio, “know from me that a certain place in heaven is assigned 
to all who have preserved, or assisted, or improved their country, 
where they are to enjoy an endless duration of happiness. For there 
is nothing which takes place on earth more acceptable to the 
Supreme Deity, who governs all this world, than those councils and 
assemblies of men, bound together by law, which are termed states; 
the founders and preservers of these come from heaven, and 
thither do they return.” The founders and prezervers of this 
Union have vanished from the earth, those true lovers of their 
country have long since been consigned into her keeping, but their 
memory clings around this place, and hath hallowed it for evermore. 
Here shall men come as to a sanctuary. Here shall they gather with 
each returning anniversary, and as the story of these lives falls from 
the lips of him who shall then stand where I stand today, their 
souls shall be stirred within them and their hearts be lifted up. and 
none shall despair of the Republic while she can find among her 
children the courage, the wisdom, the eloquence, the self-sacritice, 
the lofty patriotism and the spotless honor of those who assembled in 





this hall an hundred vears ago. 


The conditions of life are always changing, and the experience 
of the fathers is rarely the experience of the sons. The temptation: 
which are trying us are not the temptations which beset thei 
footsteps, nor the dangers which threaten our pathway the danger: 
which surround them. These men were few in number, we are 
many. ‘They were poor, but we are rich.- They were weak, but 
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we are strong. What is it, countrymen, that we need today? 
Wealth? Behold it in your hands: Power? God hath given it you. 
Liberty? It is your birthright. Peace? It dwells amongst you. 
You have a government founded in the heart of men, built by 
the people for the common good‘ You have a land flowing with 
milk and honey ; your homes are happy, your workshops busy, your 
barns are full. The school, the railway, the telegraph, the printing- 
press have welded you together into one. Descend those mines 
that honeycomb the hills. Behold that commerce whitening every 


«sea! Stand by your gates and see that multitude pour through them 


from the corners of the earth grafting the qualities of older stocks 
upon one stem, mingling the blood of many races in a common 
stream and swelling the rich volume of our English speech with 
varied music from an hundred tongues. You have a long and 
glorious history, a past glittering with heroic deeds, an ancestry full 
of lofty and imperishable examples. You have passed through 
danger, endured privation, been acquainted with sorrow, been 
tried by suffering. You have journeyed in safety through the 
wilderness and crossed in triumph the Red Sea of civil strife. and 
the foot of Him who led you hath not faltered nor the light of His 
countenance been turned away! It is a question for us now, not 
of the founding of a new government, but of the preservation of 
one already old; not of the formation of an independent power, 
but of the purification of a nation’s life; not of the conquest of a 
foreign foe, but of the subjection of ourselves. The capacity of 
man to rule himself is to be proven in the days to come—not by 
the greatness of his wealth, not by his valor in the field, not by the 
extent of his dominion, not by the splendor of his genius. The 
dangers of today come from within. The worship of self, the love 
of power, the lust for gold, the weakening of faith, the decay of 
public virtue, the lack of private worth—these are the perils which 
threaten our future; these are the enemies we have to fear: these 
are the traitors which infest the camp; and the danger was far less 
when Catiline knocked with his army at the gates of Rome than 
when he sat smiling in the Senate-House. We see them daily face 
to face—in the walk of virtue, in the road to wealth, in the path to 
honor, on the way to happiness. There is no peace between them 
and our safety. Nor can we avoid them and turn back. It is not 
enough to rest upon the past. No man or nation can stand still. 
We must mount upward or go down. We must grow worse or better. 
Tt is the Eternal Law—we cannot change it. Nor are we only 
concerned in what we do. This government which our ancestors 
have built has been “a. refuge for the oppressed of every race and 
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clime,” where they have gathered for a century. The fugitive of 
earlier times knew no such sltelter among the homes of men. Cold, 
naked, bleeding, there was no safety for him save at the altars of 
imagined gods. I have seen one of the most famous of those ancient 
sanctuaries. On a bright day in spring-time I looked out over acres 
of ruins. Beside me the blue sea splashed upon a beach strewn 
with broken marble. That sacred floor, polished with the peniten- 
tial knees of centuries, was half hidden with heaps of rubbish and 
giant weeds. The fox had his den among the stones and the fowl of 
the air her nest upon the capitals. No sound disturbed them in 
their solitude, save sometimes the tread of an adventurous stranger, 
or the stealthy footfall of the wild beasts and wilder men that 
crept down out of the surrounding hills under cover of the night. 
The god had vanished, his seat was desolate, the oracle was dumb. 
Far different was the temple which our fathers builded, and 
“builded better than they knew.” The blood of martyrs was spilled 
on its foundations, and a suffering people raised its walls with 
prayer. Temple and fortress it still stands, secure, and the smile of 
Providence gilds plinth, architrave and column. Greed is alone 
the Tarpeia that can betray it, and vice the only Samson that can 
pull it down. It is the Home of Liberty, as boundless as a conti- 
nent, “as broad and general as the casing air’; a “temple not 
made with hands;” a sanctuary that shali not fall, but stand on 
forever, founded in eternal truth! 

My countrymen, the moments are quickly passing, and we stand 
like some traveller upon a lofty crag that separates two bound- 
less seas. The century that is ‘closing is complete. “The past, 4g 
said your great statesman, “is secure. ” Tt is finished,-and beyond 
our reach. The hand of detraction cannot dim its glories nor the 
tears of repentance wipe away its stains. Its good and evil, its 
joy and sorrow, its truth and falsehood, its ROR and its sharin, we 
cannot touch. Sigh for them, blush for them, weep for them, if 
we will; we cannot change them now. We might have done so once, 
but we cannot now. The old.century is dying, and they are to be 
buried with him; his history is finished, and they will stand upon 
its roll forever. 

The century that is opening is all our own.’ The years that lie 
before us are a virgin page. We can inscribe them as we will. The 
future of our country rests upon us—the happiness of posterity 
depends on us. The fate of humanity may be in our hands. That 
pleading voice. choked with the sobs of ages, which has so often 
spoken to deaf ears, is lifted up to us. It asks us to be brave, 
benevolent, consistent, true to the teachings of our history—prov- 
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ing “divine descent by worth divine.” It asks us to be virtuous, 
building up public virtue upon private worth ; seeking that right- 
eousness which exalteth nations. It asks us to be patriotic—loving 
our country before all other things; her happiness our happiness, 
her honor ours, her fame our own. It asks us in the name of Jus- 


tice, in the name of Charity, in the name of Freedom, in the name 
of God! 


My countrymen, this anniversary has gone by forever, and my 
task is done. While I have spoken the hour has passed from us: the 
hand has moved upon the dial, and the Old C entury is dead. The 
American Union hath endured an hundred vears. Here, on this 
threshold of the future, the voice of Humanity shall not plead to us 
in vain. There shall be darkness in the days to come: danger for 
our courage ; temptation for our virtue: doubt for our faith: suffer- 
ing for our fortitude. A thousand shall fall before us and tens of 
thousands at our right hand. The years shall pass beneath our feet, 
and century follow century in quick succession. The generations of 
men shall come and go; the greatness of yesterday shall be for- 
gotten today, and the glories of this noon shall vanish before tomor- 
row’s sun; but America shall not perish, but endure while the spirit 
of our fathers animates their sons! 





Letters of congratulation were received from President Ulysses 
S. Grant; from Secretary of State Hon. Hamilton Fish; from 
Secretary of War Hon. William W. Belknap; from the Governor of 
Pennsylvania, Hon. John F. Hartranft; from the historian, Ben- 
jamin J. Lossing; from Commodore George H. Preble, Hon. John 
A. Dix, Governor of New York, Hon. Jcel Parker, Governor of 
New Jersey, Hon. Julius Converse, Governor of Vermont, from 
John William Wallace, Esq., President, Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania, and many other distinguished citizens. 

A Centennial Jubilee Hymn was sung standing, led by De Witt 
Clinton Moore. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Henry Armitt Brown for 
his eloquent and thrilling oration, and the thanks of the meeting 
was also extended to the Chairman, Mr. John Welsh. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

The resolutions to which the signatures of the members of the 


_ First Continental Congress were attached, and which are referred 
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to by Mr. Brown in his address, were the first Bond of Union 
between the Colonies. They preceded by nearly two years the 
Declaration of Independence, adopted in the State House (now 


Independence Hall) July 4, 1776. 4'70 A879 
They were as follows: 


“We do, for ourselves, and the inhabitants of the several colonies 
whom we represent, firmly agree and associate, under the sacred ties 
of virtue, honor and love of country, as follows: 

“First. That from and after the first day of December next we 
will not import, into British-America, from Great-Britain or Ireland, 
any goods, wares or merchandise whatsoever, or from any other place, 
any such goods, wares or merchandise, as shall have been exported 
from Great-Britain or ireland; nor will we, after that day, import 
any East-India tea from any part of the world; nor any molasses, 
syrups, paneles, coffe or pimento from the British plantations 01 
from Dominica: nor wines from Madeira or the Western Islands; 
nor foreign indigo. 

“Second. We will neither import nor purchase any slave im- 
ported after the first day of December next; after which time we 
will wholly discontinue the slave trade, and will neither be .con- 
cerned in it ourselves, nor will we hire our vessels nor sell our com- 
modities or manufactures to those who are concerned in it. 

“Third. As a non-consumption agreement, strictly adhered to, 
will be an effectual security for the observation of the non-impor- 
tation, we, as above, solemly agree and associate that from this day 
we will not purchase or use any tea imported on account of the 
Fast-India Company, or any on which a duty hath been or shall be 
paid; and from and after the first day of March next, we will not 
purchase or use any East-India tea whatever; nor will we, nor shall 
any person for or under us, purchase or use any of those goods, 
wares or merchandise we have agreed not to import, which we shall 
know, or have cause to suspect, were imported after the first day of 
December, except such as come under the rules and direction of the 
tenth article, hereafter mentioned. 

“Fourth. The earnest desire we have not to injure our fellow- 
subjects in Great-Britain, Ireland or the West-Indies induces us to 
suspend a non-exportation until the tenth day of September, 1775; 
at which time. if the said acts and parts of acts of the British 
Parliament hereinafter mentioned are not repealed, we will not 
directly or indirectly export any merchandise or commodity what- 
soever to Great-Britcin, Ireland or the West-Indies, except rice to 
Europe. 

“Fifth. Such as are merchants, and use the British and Irish 
trade, will give orders, as soon as possible, to their factors, agents 
and correspondents, in Great-Britain and Ireland, not to ship any 
goods to them on any pretence whatsoever, as they cannot be re- 
ceived in America; and if any merchant, residing in Great-Britain 
or Ireland, shall directly or indirectly ship any goods, wares oF 
merchandise ‘or America. in order to break the said non-importa- 
tion agreement. or in any manner contravene the same, on such 
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unworthy conduct being well attested, it ought to be made public; 
and, on the same being so-done, we will not, from thenceforth, have 
any commercial connection with such merchant. 

“Sixth. That such as are owners of vessels will give positive 
orders to their captains, or masters, not to receive on board their 
vessels any goods prohibited by the said non-importation agreement, 
on pain of immediate dismission from their service. 

“Seventh. We will use our utmost endeavors to improve the breed 
of sheep, and increase their number to the greatest extent; and to 
that end, we will kill them, as seldom as may be especially those of 
the most profitable kind, nor will we export any to the West-Indies 
or elsewhere; and those of us, who are or may become overstocked 
with or can conveniently spare any sheep, will dispose of them to 
our neighbors, especially to the poorer sort, on moderate terms, 

“Eighth. We will, in our several stations, encourage frugality, 
economy, and industry, and promote agriculture, arts and the manu- 
factures of this country, especially that of avool; and will dis- 
countenance and discourage every species of extravagance and dissi- 
pation, especially all horse-racing, and all kinds of gaming, cock-fight- 
ing, exhibitions of shows, plays, and other expensive diversions and 
entertainments: and on the death of any relation or friend, none of 
us, or any of ur families, will go into any further mourning-dress 
than a black crape or ribbon on the arm or hat for gentlemen, and a 
black ribbon and necklace for ladies, and we will discontinue the giv- 
ing of gloves and scarfs at funerals. 

“Ninth. Such as are vendors of goods cr merchandise will not take 
advantage of the scarcity of goods, that may be occasioned by this 
association, but will sell the same at the rates we have been respec- 
tively accustomed to do for twelve months last past. And if any 
vendor of goods or merchandise shall sell any such goods on higher 
terms, or shall, in any manner, or by any device whatsoever, violate 
or depart from this agreement, no person ought, nor will any of us, 
deal with any such person, or his or her factor or agent, at any 
time thereafter, for any commodity whatever, 

“Tenth. In case any merchant, trader or other person shall im- 
port any goods or merchandise after the first day of December and 
betore the first day of Vebruary next, the same ought forthwith, at 
the election of the owner, to be either reshipped or delivered up to 
the committee of the county or town wherein they shall be imported, 


to be stored at the risk of the importer until the non-importation 


agreement shall cease, or be sold under the direction of the commnit- 
tee aforesaid: and in the last-mentioned case, the owner or owners 
of such goods shall be reimbursed out of the sales the first cost and 
charges, the prolit, if any, to he applied toward relieving and employ- 
ing such poor inhabitants of the town of Boston as are immediate 
sufferers by the Boston Port Bill: and a particular account of all 
goods so returned, stored or sold to be inserted in ‘the public papers; 
and if any goods or merchandises shall be imported after the said 
first day of February, the same ought forthwith to be sent back 
again, without breaking any of the packages thereof. 

“Eleventh. That a committee be chosen in every county, city and 
town, by those who are qualitied to vote for representatives in the 
legislature, whose business it shall be attentively to observe the con- 
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duct of all persons touching this association; and when it shall be 
made to appear, to the satisfactton of a majority of any such commit- 
tee, that any person within the limits of their appointment has vio- 
lated this association, that such majority do forthwith cause the truth 
of the case to be published in the gazette; to the end, that all sucli 
foes to the rights of British-America may be publicly known and 
universally contemned as the enemies of American liberty; and thence- 
forth we respectively will break off all dealings with him or her. 

“Twelfth. That the committee of correspondence, in the respective 
colonies, do frequently inspect the entries of their custom-houses, and 
inform each other, from time to time, of the true state thereof, and of 
every other material circumstance that may occur relative to this 
association, 

“Thirteenth. That all manufactures of this country be sold at 
reasonable prices, so that no undue advantage be taken of a future 
scarcity of goods. 

“Fourteenth. And we do further agree and resolve that we will 
have no trade, commerce, dealings or intercourse whatsoever, with 
any colony or province, in North-America, which shall not accede to 
or which shall hereafter violate this association, but will hold them 
as unworthy of the rights of freemen, and as inimical to the liberties 
of their country. 

“And we do solemnly bind ourselves and our constituents, under 
the ties aforesaid, to adhere to this association, until such parts of 
the several acts of Parliament. passed since the close of the last war. 
as impose or continue duties on tea, wine, molasses, syrups, paneles, 
coffee, sugar, pimento, indigo, foreign paper, glass and painters’ colors. 
imported into America, and extend the powers of the admiralty 
courts beyond their ancient limits, deprive the American subject of 
trial by jury, authorize the judge’s certificate to indemnify the pros- 
ecutor from damages, that he might otherwise be lable to. from a 
trial by his peers, require oppressive security from a claimant of 
ships or goods seized, before he shall be allowed to defend his prop- 
erty, are repealed. And until that part of the act of the 12: G. 3, ¢h. 
24, entitled ‘An act for the better securing His Majesty’s dock-vards, 
magazines, ships, ammunition and_ stores,’ by which any persons 
eharged with committing any of the offences therein described, in 
America, may be tried in any shire or county within the realm, ‘is 
repealed; and until the four acts, passed the last session of Parlia- 
ment—viz., that for stopping the port and blocking up the harbor of 
Boston, that for altering the charter and government of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay, and that which is entitled ‘An act for the better ad- 
ministration of justice, ete.’ and that ‘For extending the limits of 
Quebec, etc. —are repealed. And we recommend it to the provincial 
conventions, and to the committees in the respective colonies, to es- 
tablish such further regulations as they may think proper, for car- 
Tying into execution this association. 

“The foregoing association, being determined upon by the Congress, 
was ordered to be subseribed by the several members thereof; and 
thereupon we have hereunto set our respective names accordingly. 
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The Carpenters’ Company 
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“In Congress, Philadelphia, October 20, 1774. 


‘Signed, 


New Hampshire, 
John Sullivan, 
Nathaniel Folsom. 


Massachusetts Bay, 


Thomas Cushing, 
Samuel Adams, 
John Adams. 

Robert Treat Paine. 


Rhode Island, 
Stephen Hopkins, 
Samuel Ward, 


Connecticut, 
Eliphalet Dyer, 
Roger Sherman, 
Silas Deane. 


New York, 

Isaac Low, 
John Alsop, 
John Jay, 
James Duane, 
William Floyd 
Henry Wisner, 
S. Boerum, 
Philip Livingston. 


, 


New Jersey, 
James Kinsey, 
William Livingston, 
Stephen Crane, 
Richard Smith, 
John De Hart. 


io) 
ie 8) 


PEYTON RANDOLPH, President. 


Pennsylvania, 
Joseph Galloway, 
John Dickinson, 
Charles Humphreys, 
Thomas Mifflin, 
Edward Biddle, 
John Morton, 
George Ross. 


New Castle, etc., 
Cesar Rodney, 
Thomas M’Kean, 
George Read. 

Maryland, 

Matthew Tilghman, 
Thomas Johnson, 
William Paea, 
Samuel Chase. 

Virginia, 

Richard Henry Lee, 
George Washington, 
P. Henry, Jun., 
Richard Bland, 
Benjamin Harrison, 
Edmund Pendleton. 


North Carolina, 
William Hooper, 
Joseph Hewes, 
R. Caswell. 


South Carolina, 
Henry Middleton, 
Thomas Lynch, 
Christopher Gadsden, 
John Rutledge, 
Edward Rutledge.” 
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of the City and County of Philadelphia 


CELEBRATION OF 1887 


In Commemoration of the One Hundredth Anniversary of the 
Adoption of the Constitution of the United States 


At the meeting of the Carpenters’ Company on August 8, 1887, 
Colonel A. Loudon Snowden was introduced. He made an address 
requesting the Company to participate in the Centennial Celebration 
of the Adoption of the Constitution of the United States. He sug- 
gested that the Company prepare and exhibit in the great parade on 
September 15 a replica of the Temple of Liberty, as exhibited in 
the parade one hundred years before (1788), and with this as the 
main theme, to illustrate the growth of the Union since that time. 

Though the time was short, the Company accepted the duty. 
Two temples were prepared for floats. The one was in circular 
form 10 feet in diameter and the whole was 23 feet high. It was 
of Corinthian character and a reproduction of the original of one 
hundred years ago. It carried thirteen Corinthian columns. 

The second exhibit was an oblong Grecian temple of the Doric 
order, 33 feet long, 12 feet wide and 16 feet high. The entablature 
was supported by thirty-eight columns representing the States 
and Territories. 

Both exhibits were of graceful proportions and correct in detail 
and successfully passed over the entire route of the parade. 
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CHAPTER I 
CELEBRATION OF 1924 


Preparations for the Two Hundredth Anniversary of 
The Carpenters’ Company 


As the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the Founding of The 
Carpenters’ Company approached, thought was given to its appro- 
priate celebration, and the subject took initial shape at the regular 
Quarterly Meeting, held at the Hall, on January 15, 1923. 

A Committee was then appointed by the President of the Com- 
pany. It was to plan and carry out the Celebration of the Two 
Hundredth Anniversary of the Institution of The Carpenters’ Com- 
pany in 1724. 

The Committee consisted of Messrs. George Kessler, Harry Gill, 
Jr., Charles J. W. Platt, Robert M. Peterson, Joseph M. Steele, A. 
Raymond Raff, William R. Dougherty, George J. Watson and 
Frank I. Wintz. 

The Committee met on March 28, 1923, for organization and 
plan and scope. Officers were elected as follows: 


Chairman—Mr. George Kessler 
Treasurer—Mr. Robert M. Peterson 
Secretary—Mr. Charles J. W. Platt 


Realizing the national importance of the approaching date, 
which was also the One hundred and fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Assembling of the First Continental Congress in the Hall, the 
Committee was impressed with the thought of having dual cere- 
monies of an impressive and dignified character. 

Sub-committees were appointed at this meeting on Publicity 
and Information, Invitations and Speakers, Decorations and 
Dinners, and Receptions and Entertainment. 
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The Carpenters’ Company 


On April 24, 1923, the Anniversary Committee considered the 
conduct, procedure and cost of the Celebration. Members were 
appointed to the several sub-committees as follows: 

Publicity and Information: Messrs. George J. Watson, Charles J. W. 
Platt, Frank I. Wintz. 


Invitations and Speakers: Messrs. Joseph M. Steele, A. Raymond 
Raff, Robert M. Peterson. 


Decorations and Dinners: Messrs. William RB. Dougherty, Harry Gill, 
Jr., George J. Watson. 


Reception and Entertainment: The entire Committee. 


It was decided at this meeting to invite a publicity man of 
experience in affairs of this kind to meet the Committee at a future 
sitting. 

On May 5 1924, we were extremely fortunate in securing the 
services of Mr. William W. Matos, who is a recognized authority 
on public celebrations. 

On May 29, 1923, a meeting of the Anniversary Committee was 
held in Carpenters’ Hall. Plans were crystallizing. The following 
resolution was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Company celebrate the 200th Anniversary of 
the Institution of this Company and the 150th Anniversary of the 
first Meeting of the first Continental Congress in the Hall of the 
Company on September 5th, 1924, in the following manner: 

Ist. That the Hall be decorated and that the general public be 
invited to visit the Hall during the week of September first to sixth, 
inclusive. 

2nd. That a Reception and Session of Members of Congress be held 
at the Hall on September 5th, 1924, at 2 P. M., and that a Banquet 
be held in one of the prominent hotels on the evening of same date to 
which shall be invited the President of the United States, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Speaker of the House of Representatives, the two Senators, Gov- 
ernors and two Representatives of the Original Thirteen States. 

The entire Congressional Representatives of this State, the Mayor 
and Council of Philadelphia, and such other prominent men as the 
Committee may approve and they be invited to participate in these 
ceremonials as the guests of this Company. 


The Publicity Committee was instructed to prepare statements 
for Philadelphia newspapers to the effect that the Celebration of 
the Two hundredth Anniversary of the founding of The Car- 
penters’ Company and the One hundred fiftieth Anniversary of 
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The Carpenters’ Company 


the meeting of the First Continental Congress would be held in 
September, 1924. On June 18, 1923, the first announcement 
appeared. 

From then on, the Sub-committees were busy with the details, 
each in its own field. As they worked, their horizon broadened. 
The importance of impressing the public with the national impor- 
tance of the meeting, commemorating the session of the First Con- 
tinental Congress, its labor and travail and the fundamental work 
done then in founding our nation, seemed imperative. 

On December 26, 1923, the Committee on Invitations submitted 
a draft of a letter describing the early history of the Company, of 
the Hall and the object of the Celebration. It was adopted and 
was finally sent with the invitation cards to all guests. 

The time originally set was early in September, but for the 
better convenience of Congress, the date was fixed for September 
25, 1924. The plans were as follows: 

Reception to invited guests at the Hall at 2 P. M., when 
speakers would make short addresses. 

Banquet at the Bellevue-Stratford at 6 P.M. 

Exercises at the Academy of Music at 8.15 P. VM. 

Committee on Decorations and Dinners was instructed to secure 
the Academy of Music for September 25 and accommodations at 
the Bellevue-Stratford for the banquet. 

Again, on January 30, 1924, the Committee on Invitations and 
Speakers reported that Mr. Raff had been to Washington, inter- 
viewed Senator David A. Reed, of Pennsylvania, and others of in- 
fluence. This with the object of inviting the President of the 
United States to attend the September celebration. He felt en- 
couraged as Senators George Wharton Pepper and David A. Reed, 
by personal interviews and by letters, gave hearty approval and 
promised personal support to this N ational Celebration. 

The publicity work of the Committee was having its effect. 
Many felt the City of Philadelphia should co-operate in the Cele- 
bration of so important an event, and a special meeting of the An- 
niversary Committee was called on May 26, 1924, at which a defi- 
nite program was agreed upon, outlining the various phases of the 
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Celebration. This program was to be submitted to a Celebration 
Committee of City Council, which had been appointed. 

“On May 28, 1924, City Council’s Committee on Celebration met 
the Anniversary Committee by invitation. To it was submitted the 
program in detail, designating the city’s part in the Celebration. 

Council’s Committee was represented by Messrs. Morris Apt. 
Bernard Samuel, Howard Smith, Frederick D. Garman, Maurice 
E. Levick and Simon Walter. They gave assurance of their full 
and hearty support to the Celebration program. 

Another “special” meeting of the Committee was held on June 
11, 1924, at which an offer was received to present and portray 
the meeting of the First Continental Congress in Carpenters’ Hall. 
The offer was accepted. 

On June 25, 1924, Mr. A. Raymond Raff and Mr. Wiliam W. 
Matos were appointed a committee to wait on the Mayor and arrange 
details pertaining to the city’s part in the Celebration. 

At a Quarterly Meeting of The Carpenters’ Company held July 
21, 1924, the Hon. Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States, 
was elected the first and only Honorary Member of The Carpenters’ 
Company. An engrossed Certificate of Honorary Membership was 
ordered and to be presented to him during the Celebration. His 
letter of acceptance follows: 


THE WHITE HOUSE, 
WASHINGTON, August 12, 1924. 
My dear Mr. Kessler: 

The President has asked me to express to you, and through you to 
the members of The Carpenters’ Company, his pleasure in receiving 
honorary membership in this historical organization which you ten- 
dered to him. He accepts with the greater satisfaction because he has 
had considerable familiarity with the history of the organization and 
knows of its great traditions of the past and its h'gh place in the civic 
life of Philadelphia today. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) C. P. SLemp. 
Secretary to the President. 


The entire Anniversary Committee met the City Council Com- 
mittee on Celebration, by request, in the Mavor’s office, His Honor 
the Mavor being present. The entire program of celebration was 
discussed and agreed upon. 
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Plans for a military review at Valley Forge on the afternoon of 
September 26 were made. Certain of the old Revolutionary mili- 
tary commands of the Thirteen Original States were selected to 
receive invitations to attend the Celebration. Major-General 
William G. Price, Jr., was asked to act as Grand Marshal to all 
the military on the afternoon of September 25 and at Valley Forge 
the following day. 

The Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce entered into the spirit 


of the occasion and made welcome suggestions that added to the 


public interest. Store windows made historic displays showing the 
two historical periods. Motion-picture houses featured historic 
pictures at the week-end. Decorations and flags were generally 
displayed. 

Dr. Cheesman A. Herrick, president of Girard College, very 
kindly granted permission for the Girard College Cadet Band to 
provide the music at Carpenters’ Hall on September 25. 

Upon request, which was graciously granted, the Union League 
and Manufacturers’ Clubs. extended the courtesy of their clubs 
to the visiting military commanders during their stay in the city. 

Necessary arrangements were made for broadcasting the speeches 
delivered at Carpenters’ Hall and the Academy of Music, together 
with a general history of the Hall, all of which were relayed to 
distant parts of the country. 

On September 9, 1924, the Anniversary Committee met and 
approved the final program as to all its details. 

As early as June 4, Messrs. Steele, Raff and Peterson. presented 
an invitation to the President to attend the Celebration as the 
guest of honor of The Carpenters’ Company. It was taken “under 
advisement,” but it was indicated that the President might find it 
convenient to give an address in Philadelphia about that time. 

A second visit was made September 10 by the Committee in 
company with a delegation of City Council, headed by Mayor Ken- 
drick. The Committee consisted of Councilmen Hall, Frankentield, 
Levick, Pommer, Apt. Smith, Harris, and Garman: also Messrs. 
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Kessler and Steele, of The Carpenters’ Company, and Mr. Wil- 
liam W. Matos. At this ‘meeting, the City of Philadelphia pre- 
sented its formal invitation—hand engrossed and beautifully bound 
—requesting the President to attend the Celebration. Mayor VW. 
Freeland Kendrick acted as the spokesman for the visiting delega- 
tion. 

It was not until September 15 that The Carpenters’ Company 
was definitely advised of the President’s acceptance of the invita- 
tion. His letter of acceptance reads as follows: 


WHITE HOUSE, 
WASHINGTON, September 13, 1924. 
My Dear Mr. KeEssrer: 

Your invitation to come to Philadelphia and deliver an address in 
connection with the celebration of the One-hundred fiftieth anniversary 
of the meeting of the First Continental Congress in Carpenters’ Hall, 
is received. I note that the occasion will also be a commemoration 
of the Two hundredth anniversary of the institution of The Carpen- 
ters’ Company. 

The historie significance of both these events naturally makes a 
profound appeal, and I have pleasure in accepting your invitation. 
I shall leave the details or arrangements to be perfected between 
yourself and Mr, Slemp, the Secretary to the President. 


Very truly yours, 
(Signed) CALvin CooLincE. 


To Mr. Slemp, the Secretary to the President, Mr. Kessler, as 
President of The Carpenters’ Company immediately sent the fol- 
lowing letter: | 

September 15, 1924. 
Hon. C. Bascom SLemp, 
The White House, Washington, D. C. 
My dear Mr. Slemp: 

Your letter of the 15 inst., advising me of the acceptance of Presi- 
dent Coolidge of our invitation to visit our City received. 

As requested, I have arranged with Mr. Joseph M. Steele, Chairman 
of our Reception Committee and myself to call upon vou on Wed- 
nesday, the 17 inst. We will arrive at your office about 12 o'clock, 
noon, and acquaint vou with the details as outlined for the One 
hundred fiftieth Anniversary Celebration of the First Meeting of the 
First Continental Congress in our Hall, 

Appreciating your kind assistance in bringing about the proposed 
visit, I am, : 

Very sincerely yours, 


(Signed) Greorce KeEsster. 
. President. 
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CHAPTER II 
THE First Day’s CELEBRATION IN CARPENTERS’ HALL 


Commemorating the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the Founding 
of The Carpenters’ Company and the One Hundred Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Assembling of the First 
Continental Congress of America 


Thursday, September 25, 192+, dawned bright and fair and 
found Philadelphia in gala attire to welcome the President. who 
was expected to attend the Anniversary Celebration at Carpenters’ 
Hall. It was a flag-decked city, and the Chestnut and Market 
Streets establishments vied with each other to honor the many dis- 
tinguished visitors. 

Military organizations from distant States, many dating to Revo- 
lutionary days, had been invited as guests of the city, and the city 
streets were soon bright with the gay uniforms of the various com- 
mands as they detrained from the cars in the railroad stations. 

Invitations to participate had been extended to the following 
organizations: 


Massachusetts: 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Boston. 
Boston Light Infantry. 
National Lancers of Boston. 
Worcester Continentals. 


South Carolina: 
Washington Light Infantry (Charleston). 


Connecticut : 
New Haven Grays. 
First Company, Governor’s Foot Guards, New Haven. 
Second Company, Governor’s Foot Guards (Hartford). 
Putnam Phalanx (Hartford). | 
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The Carpenters’ Company 





Rhode Island: 

First Light Infantry (Providence). 
New York: 

Old Guard (also known as Tompkins Blues). 
Virginia: 

Norfolk Light Infantry. 

Richmond Howitzers. 

Richmond Blues. 
Georgia: 

Clinch Rifles (Augusta). 

Gate City Guard (Atlanta). 
New Hampshire: 

Amoskeag Veterans (Manchester). 
Maryland: 

Fifth Infantry, Maryland National Guard. 
North Carolina: 

Fayetteville Light Infantry. 
New Jersey: 

Phil Kearney Guards (Elizabeth). 
Delaware: 

American Rifles (Wilmington). 
Pennsylvania: : 

First Troop, Philadelphia City Cavalry. 

Old Guard, State Fencibles. 

Battalion of State Fencibles. 


At 2 P. M. the parade formed on the Parkway. marched around 
the City Hall, and proceeded down Chestnut Street to Independence 
Hall, where it was officially reviewed by the Mavor and city 
officials and The Carpenters’ Company guests. The line of march 
continued up Third to Market Street and back to City Hall. dis- 
banding at Sixteenth Street and the Parkway. 


Major-General William G. Price, Jr., was Chief Marshal, and 
the First City Troop, Captain William W. Frazier, 3rd, command- 
ing, acted as honorary escort. 
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Immediately following the First Troop, came large details rep- 
resenting the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy 
and the United States Army. 

These were immediately followed by larger detachments of all 
branches of service of the National Guard of Pennsylvania. ‘These 
two sections of the parade, comprising several thousand men, 
marched in the following order: | 


- U.S. Naval Band. 
U.S. Marine Corps detachment. 
U.S. Naval detachment. 
Quartermaster Corps detachment. 
Battalion Headquarters Band and one battalion 103d En- 
eineers. 
Battalion Headquarters Band. 
Battalion 108th Field Artillery (dismounted). 
Squadron Headquarters Band. 
Squadron 103d Cavalry (dismounted). 
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The visiting military commands from the several States were 
rezplendant in brilliant uniforms—some with the Continental buff 
and blue, and others in gray and brilliant scarlet. Throughout the 
entire route of the parade, the men of these historic commands 
were greeted with thunderous applause. They marched in the fol- 
lowing order with many bands of music: 

Ancient and Honorable Artillerv of Massachusetts, Lt.-Col. 

~ Henry D. Cormerais, commanding. 

Worcester Continentals, Capt. Herbert L. Adams, command- 
ing. 

First Light Infantry Regiment of Rhode Island, Lt.-Col. 
Frank L. Barrows, commanding. 

Washington Light Infantry of Charleston, S. C., Capt. W. 
H. Hawkins, commanding. 

Amoskeag Veterans of Manchester, N. H., Major A. Erland 
Grovette, commanding. 

Second Company Governor’s Foot Guard, New Haven, Conn., 

Captain Louis H. Stanley, commanding. 

Fifth Maryland Infantry, Col. Washington Bowie, Jr., com- 
manding. 

Old Guard of New York City, Capt. Philip S. Tilden, com- 


manding. 
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Putnam Phalanx, Hartford, Conn., with drum corps, Major 
Clifford D. Perkins, commanding. 

Old Guard State Fencibles and “Battalion State Fencibles, 
Major Emanuel Furth, commanding. 


The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts, 
fifty in number, led the parade of the historic commands. Some 
wore the Continental uniforms of blue trimmed with buff. Others 
wore black boots with cuffed tan tops. Other members of this com- 
mand wore scarlet uniforms with gold epaulets and tar-bucket hats 
with colorful pompoms and several wore the olive drab showing 
they were recent participants in the World War. 

They were followed by the representatives of the Worcester Con- 
tinentals, of Worcester, Mass., who wore the uniforms used by Gen- 
eral Washington’s officers during the war. The body of the uniform 
was dark blue with buff facings, buff vest and velvet plume and 
black boots. The command carried their old side arms and they 
followed strictly the drill used by Baron Von Steuben during the 
Revolutionary War. 

The members of the First Infantry of Providence, R. I., followed, 
wearing the tall black bearskin hats with red coats, trimmed with 
gold buttons, and blue trousers. 

The Washington Light Infantry of Charleston, S. C., came nest. 
dressed in their Continental uniforms of blue faced with buff. 
Then followed the Amoskeag Veterans of Manchester, N. H.. 
dressed in blue Continental uniforms, trimmed with white and gold 
epaulets. They wore plumed hats. 

The Second Company, Governor’s Foot Guards, from New 
Haven, Conn., came next in blue Continental uniforms. Follow- 


‘ing them came a detachment of 159 men from the Fifth Maryland 


Infantry which dates its organization prior to the Revolution. 

One hundred and twenty-five members of the Old Guard of 
the City of New York marched next, evoking applause with the 
variety of old-fashioned drills they performed. 

Fifty members of the Putman Phalanx, Hartford, Conn., pre- 


sented a striking appearance in their blue and buff uniforms. 
They were accompanied by their fife and drum corps of twelve 
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The Carpenters’ Company 


pieces. Each member carried an old-fashioned flint-lock musket— 
relics of Revolutionary days.” 

These were followed by the Old Guard, Philadelphia State Fen- 
cibles, with one hundred men, who wore blue coats, blue trousers 
and tar-pot hats, the same uniform design used by the company 
when it marched to Kennett Square in the war of 1812. 


They were followed by 150 members of the State Fencibles, 
wearing their dress coats of red, with gold and white trimmings, 
blue trousers and white spats. The State Fencibles organizations 
were accompanied by two bands, whose members wore the famous 
bearskin shakos. 

After the parade had passed the reviewing stand, the three hun- 
dred guests of The Carpenters’ Company proceeded to Carpenters’ 
Hall, where, at four o’clock, they witnessed an inspiring re-enact- 
ment of the convening meeting of the First Continental Congress, 
exactly as it occurred one hundred and fifty years ago. 


It was a pageant which had for its setting the very identical 
spot which was surveyed by Washington, John Adams and the 
other founders of the Nation. Old Carpenters’ Hall, preserved 
as it was on that momentous occasion, was peopled with actors 
who for a day took the parts of the Nation’s first leaders. They 
were members of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freema- 
sonry in Philadelphia. 

Old records had been scrutinized to make the setting exact in 
detail. The words spoken by the actors in the pageant, were the 
words uttered at the convocation of the Congress, as recorded by 
its secretaries. 

As the guests entered the hall, they found the members of the 
Congress, dressed in the costumes of the period, discussing the im- 
portance of the great step they are about to take. As the drama 
of that first meeting was unfolded before the guests, they saw 
Peyton Randolph elected President and Charles Thomson, Secre- 
tary. The original extemporaneous prayer as offered by Dr. Jacob 
Duché, of Old Christ Chureh, in the original Congress was recited 
in full. The words were as follows: 
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of the City and County of Philadelphia 





O Lord, our Heavenly Father, high and mighty King of Kings, 
Lord of Lords, who dost from Tliv throne behold all the dwellers upon 
the earth, and reignest with power supreme and uncontrolled over all 

kingdoms, empires and governments, look down in mercy, we beseech 

Thee, upon these American States who have fled to Thee from the 
rod of the oppressor, and thrown themselves upon Thy gracious pro- 
tection, desiring to be henceforth dependent only upon Thee. 

To Thee have they appealed for the righteousness of their cause. 
To Thee do they now look up for that countenance and support which 
Thou alone canst give. Take them, therefore, Heavenly Father, under 
Thy nurturing care. Give them wisdom in council and valor in the 
field. Defeat the malicious designs of our cruel adversaries. Con- 
vince them of the unrighteousness of their cause, and if they still 
persist in their sanguinary purpose, O let the voice of Thine own 
unerring justice, sounding in their hearts, constrain them to drop 
their weapons of war from their unnerved hands in the day of battle. 

Be Thou present, O lord of wisdom, and direct the Council of the 
honorable Assembly. Enable them to settle things upon the best and 
surest foundation, that the scene of blood may speedily be closed; 
that order, harmony and pean, may effectually be restored, and truth 
and justice, religion and piety , prevail and flourish amongst Thy 
people. 

Preserve the health of their bodies, the vigor of their minds. 
Shower down upon them, and the millions they here represent, such 
temporal blessings as Thou seeist expedient for them in this world 
and crown them with everlasting glory in the world to come. All 
this we ask in the name and through the merits of Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, our Saviour. Amen. 


(From the handwriting of John Hancock) 


The vivid speech of Patrick Henry, arousing the Delegates to 
the importance of the Assembly and urging it to action was re- 
peated. The speech follows: 


Tyranny without a covering flares you in the face. Without the 
least shadow of justice, your estates—your sacred liberties—are 
demanded by the voice of the cannon: and, with the sword pointed 
at your breasts, you must all unite to guard your rights or vou will 
all be slaves. It is not the rights of Boston only, but of all America 
which are now struck at. Not the merchant only, but the farmer 
and every order of men who inhabit this noble continent. I can 
see contained in the infernal plan of tvranny—stamp acts, land 
taxes, revenue acts without number and all evils and calamities 
that wicked spirits ever invented or human beings ever sutfered 
since the curse of tyranny has ravaged, the world. Let our hearts 
knit together stronger than death, our interests, if we love our 
liberties—our fortunes are no more—we are equally miserable— 
every species of cruelty and insult in one black cloud now hang 
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over our heads, should we despair amidst the rattling chains 
which are formed to bind us hand and feet—God forbid—let every 
breast swell with disdain at the impious thought—our enemies have 
invaded the sacred rights of nature—therefore let us defend them 
so long as we have life. I believe that the great God who gave 
them to us will look down with gracious approbation and give us 
and our children cause to rejoice in his salvation. We must in- 
stantly break off commerce with that country which is now for ging 
chains for us, banish all luxuries and return to the frugality of 
our venerable fore-fathers—then our enemy will soon feel the evil 
of her injustice and be forced to restore our rights in full measure. 
This plan is easily executed and will insure success—but if it were 
possible for this measure to fail, we can do that which will not— 
let us think of our heroic ancestors who fought and bled and died 
for this country—let us look forward to posterity and kindle with 
our duty in this great day of contest. 


The discussion as to the number of votes each Colony should 
be allowed to cast in voting was faithfully portrayed and the deci- 
sion arrived at by a narrow margin was that each Colony should 
have but one vote. 

At the close of the pageant, which held the audience spellbound, 
two of Pennsvlvania’s former Governors, Hon. Edwin S. Stuart 
and Hon. William C. Sproul, addressed the meeting. On this oc- 
casion, a certificate of Honorary Membership in The Carpenters’ 
Company was presented to the Hon. Calvin Coolidge, President of 
the United States, and was received on behalf of the President by 
Senator George Wharton Pepper. These speeches were broad- 
casted. 


ADDRESS BY HON. EDWIN 8S. STUART. 


Mr. President, Members of the aie Company and La- 
dies and Gentlemen: 

The duty of the presiding officer is not to make an address, 
and upon this occasion, and by reason of the delay and the fact 
that there is so much else to be done, I certainly do not disappoint 
the audience in not making an address. But just at this moment 
I want to say one word, because nobody can stand in this presence 
and not feel the wonderful glow of patriotism around this Hall. 
We are on this occasion breathing an atmosphere that is redolent 
of patriotism and courageous devotion to the w elfare of our fellow 
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countrymen. The men who met here 150 years ago were in that 
critical period the architects who designed the plan and the build- 
ers who constructed the foundation that has led today to the 
greatest republic the world has ever seen. And to my mind, if the 
inspiration created here today does not lead to a more fervent 
spirit of American patriotism, then this great celebration has been 
a failure. What we want to see today in this country is a firmer, 
stronger patriotism of America as it was enacted by these men this 
afternoon. (Applause.) The flag we saw on our march here 


“stands for liberty, but it stands for liberty regulated by law. It 


has never been unfurled except for the benefit of mankind, and 
consequently never has gone down in defeat. What I want to see 
come from this, and will I know flow from it all over this coun- 
try, is a greater rush of true American patriotism, that will help 
to keep this country where it is for all time to come. 

But as I said, it is not my duty to give a talk, but I could not 
stand in this presence and not try to say something. It is my duty 
to present to you the real orator of the day, a distinguished Penn- 
sylvanian, and a former Governor of this Commonwealth,—the 
Honorable William Cameron Sproul. (Applause.) 


ADDRESS BY 
THE HONORABLE WILLIAM CAMERON SPROUL 


Governor Stuart, the Mayor, and the fortunate few who have 
had the opportunity of witnessing one of the most inspiring scenes 
that I am sure any of us have ever witnessed in our lifetimes: 

I regard it as a great honor and privilege to be asked to speak 
here today, and like the wise man whom I was glad to have as a 
mentor in my official career, and whom I am glad to have as an 
associate in the very exclusive society of ex-Governors, my remarks 
will be brief, and in his presence I desire to make them very care- 
fully. 

It is no ordinary occasion upon which we are met today and we 
may congratulate ourselves that here in our patriotic city, which 
venerates its ancient institutions and preserves its historical land- 
marks, is being held this observance of the sesqui-centennial of the 
tangible beginnings of the union of states from which has devel- 
oped the American Republic. 

The event which: we are commemorating today is of the first 
magnitude, not only in the annals of Philadelphia and Pennsyl- 
vania, but in the nistory of the world and in the record of man’s 


61 


’ yeaa: abe eal 


’ ey Cesk) a -- , 
| 1 On od at ih 


Fie! a 






esed exd moijat $n9TR eidt ane: | 
vac a« et vademoo atdt ot yahoo pb 
aicit coon ovedt xd batosas eew ti 28 soi7omm 
god douse to go wee ow alt 4 pp Alege 

$1 .wal vd botaluget visodif rot ebiety dH ded | 

har ,batdasar to sfeded adé tot dqsez9 bolas aod tert 
eos of dnaw L ded te0teb ob mele | 
«1109 aidt revo Ile di moth wok word bis Peed 
qled Hiew ted? .amitermaq sroiems out Yo flaw 49 


Non 


i 


8 ak saat 

$e arto ot ort Me 20% #2 tt erarhw gebmsoa va ot 
Séjr Siluog: ¥ dud dint 9 seta oF Wind yan Set ot bine Lea Ss 

qiuh yur at dE paidtomoe yre-of Trt fom Hak eomoretq cidi ai basta 

aasd bedsingaitaib s tab oft Yo rodedd [ast oilt v07 of dagzong of 

ott —alilsowmomatoD: sidt to tons tarrot 2 hor .aeiagylye 

( ance) seat antec) nneiffi sldatosold 


 ¥8 venaitae, 
roms. LOMMMAD- ‘Mabiaw KIEL TOZON ant 












ee iso ot beeesutiw rove vvad en o ‘Lite seit sone Tn 


#asqe of bodea od of saaliving bin somal ae sine at 
e ep oad ot hal ee a ee \ | 
al en vad oF 


-lsvob aad doitw eg te: 
ot! Se 0 
bee. | 





q 
, : P 
J * ij ' * 
ae es AAA yell Titan | y + 
i oan 7 {4 ' a aa 
3 OF yb SP FI aa Met 
. : : a. iJ 
‘ ae iy au ++ a% < _ > 
Sh es : 7 af a | vir : 
Ca id nel eds toa 7 5 
j ae Aine 1 » ay VA me ; ; 
rie A ; "yon ‘i Ae 
j . Lon is _" meth di ta tke Se hm 
¥ j i. ait? , V7 (hee ey ‘ ae ‘| = s 
Ss ; : ‘ 
Ps ; ) YY sa yA oe ia 7 
we ei 


(a emma mre 


~— a een A NRE ee AN NEGRI ERA Yate NSI 


ae re cmgemn et eter 


Lhe Carpenters’ Company 








slow and difficult advance toward the attainment of the ends of 
liberty and civilized self-government. 

Perhaps no gathering of fifty men in all time—there were fifty- 
five delegates from twelve colonies when all were present—has rep- 
resented more completely the culture, the substance and the sense 
of justice of a people than did that half a hundred who met within 
these walls one hundred and fifty years ago this month, to canvass 
their country’s ills, and, with open minds, stout hearts and the 
fear of God in their souls, risked their all_—their means, their 
honor, their safety and their families’ futures,—upon a course ab- 
solutely new and uncharted in human affairs. 

A moment’s consideration of the character of that gathering 
will be profitable at a time when there is a disposition to foster 
among our people some of those who have come here preaching 
destructive doctrines which would impair if not entirely ruin the 
very foundations of our national integrity. These representatives 
of the colonies had been chosen by their neighbors in referendum, 
or through their legislative assemblies, by convertions or by the 
citizens’ organizations where other means were not available, be- 
cause they were leaders among their fellows, because they had ac- 
ceptably filled public trusts, because they had been tried and found 
true, and because they understood public sentiment and could he 
depended upon to do the right thing in the emergency which had 
arisen. In other words, they were chosen because they were safe 
men. ‘They were not patriots who had left some other land for 
that land’s good; they were not agitators and adventurers or self- 
seekers—they were outstanding men who had some pride of birth 
and breeding and some stake in the land in which they lived. 

While the origin of the First Continental Congress was in a 
manner spontaneous, and, for the lack of political machinery, the 
method of the selection of the delegates was perhaps not techni- 
cally in accord with modern ideas of democracy, each province 
had shown its appreciation of the dignity and importance of the 
Congress and the causes which brought about its convocation by 
sending its foremost men. Of the whole number one-half were 
lawyers, the majority of the others were likewise men of education, 
and all had attained distinction. Think of a Congress including 
such characters as George Washington, John Adams, John Jay, 
toger Sherman, Samuel Adams, John Rutledge, Richard Henry 
Lee, Caesar Rodney, Peyton Randolph, Robert Goldshorough. Wil- 
liam Paca, Benjamin Harrison, and our own John Dickinson and 
Thomas Mifflin, with others ranking with them in ability and 
standing. Surely the national structure is blessed whose lines were 
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given by such architects. Many of them sat in the immortal Con- 
gress two years later which definitely cast the die of nationhood 
in the Hall of Independence up the street. A number of them, 
too, were in that convention which, after seven years of war and 
five years more of national crystallization, drafted here in Phila- 
delphia that inspired document which, after one hundred and 
thirty-seven years of the most rapidly changing era in human ex- 
perience, is still the most perfect instrument of government ever 
devised by man, the Constitution of the United States. 

Jt was here, in this classic structure,—fitting example of the 
taste and skill and public spirit of the members of the fine old or- 
ganization who reared it and have preserved it from the vandal 
hand of the remodeler and modernizer—that citizens of this land 
first called themselves “Americans” and were no longer just New 
Englanders, or New Yorkers. or Pennsylvanians, or Virginians, or 
Carolinians. It was right here that the representatives of the 
English Colonies in America first realized that there was a mani- 
fest unity of purpose and destiny among the far-fiung settlements 
in the Western World, and served notice that a national conscience 
had been awakened in the new countries and that a new element 
in social and political organization would have to be reckoned with 
in future dealings between peoples. 

It is fitting and proper, therefore, that we should pause in our 
busy modern life to pay tribute to the great souls who labored 
here and whose work would seem to have been providentially di- 
rected toward a glorious fruition; it is suitable that the nation 
which, in all its power and might, is the result of the principles 
which were here first clearly enunciated, should take heed of this 
celebration and that its chief citizen should come here in recogni- 
tion of the founders and pioneers of our Republic, and it is par- 
ticularly becoming that our Commonwealth and our City should 
participate in these commemorative exercises, for Pennsvlvania 
and Philadelphia were not only hosts of the epochal gathering 
here but they contributed through counsel and courage, through 
initiative and decision, to the mighty results of the Congress, and 
their means, their materials and their men were given freely then 
as they have been since in every time of our Country’s need. 

As a citizen may I express deep pride in the inspiring celebra- 
tion which has been arranged for this great event, thorough appre- 
ciation of the fine motives which have actuated the membership 
of this honorable organization. The Carpenters’ Company, past and 
present, in their care for this noble edifice and in their painstaking 
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lanning and carrying out of this splendid patriotic memorial. 
Philadelphia, mindful of the privilege and the trust imposed in 
the possession and custody of these national shrines, will maintain 
them and guard them forever as the precious heritage of all 
America. 


At this time, the certificate of Honorary Membership in The 
Carpenters’ Company was presented to the Hon. Calvin Coolidge, 
President of the United States, and was received in his behalf by 
“Senator George Wharton Pepper. 

The meeting closed with the following prayer by Rev. Louis C. 
Washburn, Rector of Christ Church: 


Almighty and everlasting Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
who madest man in Thine own image, to set up Thy kingdom on 
this footstool, let Thy Holy Spirit inform and impel the minds 
and wills of all who unite in the observance of this significant an- 
niversary. 

Into this hall, dedicated to an honorable industry and hallowed 
by two hundred years of loyal nationalism, may “hy blessed Son, 
the Carpenter of Nazareth, come at this hour, and shed abroad the 
vision of the brotherhood of labor, delivering our work-a-day world 
from all unrest, oppression, greed and strife, and unlifting all in 
mutual devotion to the common weal. 

Recalling the Congress of adventurcus patriots assembled here 
one hundred and fifty years ago, to compact the infant colonies 
into a stable composite of lofty aspirations and high resolves, that 
indivisible union of public welfare and self-corisecration which 1s 
now the United States of America, may we and all the citizenry, 
like them, invoke the guidance and protection of Him who xlone 
maketh men to be of one mind in a house; that peace and happi- 
ness, truth and justice, religion and piety may he established here 
forever. | 

To Thee, O God of our Fathers, we yield high praise and hearty 
thanks for all the great things Thou hast done and art doing for 
the children of men—particularly for the providence that in the 
fullness of time peopled this land of promise with Christian pio- 
neers, champions of unfettered conscience and free institutions. 
Mindful of the cumulating debt we owe through Thee to those 
nation builders, may we with a like pure mind ana patient cour- 
age confront the tyrannies and dangers that beset our generation. 
Fashion into one happy people the multitudes brought hither out 
3 ef many kindreds and tongues and lift us above all raciai and re- 
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The Carpenters’ Company 


ligious animosities. Save us from lawlessness, disorder and rebel- 
lion. Depose the priests of the golden Saath and empower the 
prophets of the primacy of the spirit. Ennoble our common sense 
with an unsordid and unquenchable idealism. Drive out the de- 
mons of international hate, suspicion and fear with their devas- 
tating weapons; and ring in the reign of mutual faith and hope 
and charity. 

Preserve us from the perils of prosperity: and help us to see 
that we have been given strength for helpfulness, wealth for suc- 


“cor and world contacts for wnshrinking co-operation. If drunk 


with sight of power we loose wild tongues that have not Thee in 
awe, be with us vet, lest we forget. Fan our patriotism into an 
unwavering and contagious flame, and purge it of that party 
rancor which Washington discerned as the chief peril of a repui.l-c. 

Deliver us from indifference and inefficiency in the struggle [«r 
better government. Direct and keep true all to whom we entrust 
office. So rule the hearts of Thy servants, the President of the 
United States, his Cabinet and Congress, the Governor of this 
State, and all who make and administer the laws, that they, know- 
ing whose ministers they are, may above all things seek Thy honor 
and glory; and that we and all the people duly considering whose 
authority they bear, may faithfully and obediently honor them, ac- 
cording to Thy blessed word and ordinance. 

So deny Lord, we beseech Thee to deepen in us and all, who live 
under the starry flag the sense of our surpassing opportunity in 
these testing times as witnesses to Thee. Help us the more truly 
to consider “Thy will and share Thy spirit and follow Thy way, 
that so we may have Thy sure reward; and may in union wi ith 
men of good will everywhere be fit instruments of Thy glory. in- 
creasing “the righteousness which alone exalteth a nation, “and has- 
tening Thy blessed Kingdom till the mighty chorus swells forth 
like the sound of many waters: 


“O beautiful for patriot dream, 
That seest bevond the vears 
Thine alabaster cities gleam, 
Undimmed by human tears, 
America, America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea.” 
The guests then adjourned to the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel for 
the Two hundredth Anniversary Dinner of The Carpenter,’ Com- 
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CHAPTER ITI. 


THE Two Hunprepru ANNIVERSARY BANQUET AT THE BELLEVUE- 
STRATFORD HOTEL 


As the guests assembled in the banquet hall, a murmur of ad- 
miration passed at the beauty of decorations. 

The guests quickly found their allotted seats and the following 
prayer was offered by Dr. Clarence Edward Macartney, Moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States oc? America: 


O Lord of our fathers, we praise Thee tonight for the establishment 
of this Nation and for the wise Providence which has preserved us as 
a people upon the face of the earth. We acknowledge our obligation 
to all those who have gone before us and who planned and counselled 
and suffered and died that the nation might live. Truly, other men 
have labored, and we have entered into their labors. Make us faith- 
ful, we entreat Thee, to our sacred trust, that we may hand down to 
those who shall come after us, untarnished and undiminished. the 
treasure which we received from our fathers. As Thou hast led us 
in the past, so wilt Thou guide and lead us in the years to come. Be 
Thou our pillar of cloud by day and our pillar of fire by night. Make 
this nation great in the fear of the Lord and in the love of righteous- 
ness, for except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build 
it; except the Lord keep the City, the watchman waketh but in vain. 
Let Thy Kingdom come and Thy will be done, until the whole earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea. Through our Lord Jesus Christ. .Amen. 


' The names of the participants at the dinner of the Carpenters’ 
Company on September 25, 1924, at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 
were as follows: 


Fortier, Rev. Matthew T. Sproul, Hon. Wm. C. 
Garland, the Rt. Rev. Thos. J. Stotesbury, Edwin T. 
Gnichtel, Hon. Frederick W. Stuart, Hon. Edwin S. 
Hall, Charles B. Trinkle, Gov. E. Lee 
Hart. Gen. William H. Vare, Hon. William S. 
Kendrick, Mavor W. Freeland Vauclain, Samuel M. 
Kessler, George VonMoschzisker, Judge Robt. 
Moses, Senator Geo. N. Washburn, Rev. Louis C. 
MeCartney, Rev. Clarence E. Abrahams, William 
Pepper, Sen. Geo. Wharton Adams, Capt. Herbert L. 
Price, Maj. Gen. Wm. G., Jr. Adams. Lee E. 

Rea, Hon. Samuel Alexander, Charles B. 
Scales, Admiral A. H. Apt. Morris 

Smith, Edgar Fahs Atterbury, Gen. W. W. 
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The Carpenters’ Company 


Averill, Col. Chas. S. 
Baker, William D. 
Balderston, Eugene P. 


“Ball, Russell C. 


Bartlett, Hon. Chas. E. 
Bedford, Frank A. 

Beitler, Hon. Abraham M. 
Beirn, F. W. 

Bell, D. Webster 

Berg, David 

Bernstein, Morris 

Berry, Bishop Joseph F., 
Betts, John B. 

Biles, Geo. H. 

Bird, Joseph 

Bok, Edward W. 
Bonniwell, Hon. Eugene C. 
Bowie, Col. Washington, Jr. 
Boyd, Wa, 

Boyle, Charles D. 
Braisted, Admiral William C. 
Bridgman, George 
Bringhurst, Robert R. 
Brockie, A. H. 
Brocklehurst, Harry 
Broome, Dr. Edwin C. 
Brown, Hon. Chas. L. 
Buckman, Hon. J. Hibbs 
Bueler, Frank 

Buffington, Hon. Jos. 
Campbell, John J. 
Carman, Wm. C. 

Carre, F. L. 

Carson, Jas. J. 

Cassidy, Hon. Gilbert 
Castor, Horace W. 
Christy, William . 

Cohen, Charles J. 

Collins, Benj. W. 

Connell, George 
Cormerais, Lieut. Col. H. D. 
Cornell, John 

Coughlin, J. 

Cox, Edwin R. 

Crossan, Clarence K, 
Dahl, Harry C. 

Daly, Hon. John J. 
Darrow, Hon. George P. 
Davis, F. B. 

Davis, G. C. 

Davis, Hon. Howard 
Deaver. Dr. H. C. 

Deaver, Dr. John B. 
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DeHaven, Alex. M. 

* Diamond, James J. 
Dick, William 
Dickinson, Hon. Oliver B. 
Dolfinger, Harry 
Donaldson, Andrew 
Donnelly, George B. 
Dougherty, Henry J. 
Dougherty, William R. 
Dougherty, William R., Jr. 
Dowdell, Abner 
Dunean, Joshua 
Durrell, E. Clifford 
Eaton, Arthur B. 
Edmunds, Geo. W. 
Eglin, -DasVWan- se, da 
Ehlers, Henry E. 

Fllis, Furey 

English, Frank G. 
English, John W. 
Ettelson, Rabbi Harry 
Ferguson, Hon. Wm. C. 
Fields, Benjamin 
Fischer, Bernard, Jr. 
Fisler, John 

Fite, John E. 

Fleisher, Louis 

Ford, Albert E. 

Ford, Frank 
Frankenfield, David G. 
Frazier, W.-W. 

Furth, Major Emanuel 
Gaffney, Jos. P. 
Garman, F. D. 

Gans, Sigmund J. 

Gest, John Marshall 
Gibbs, John G. 

Gill, Harry W. 

Gill, Harry, Jr. 
Gleason, Wm. F. 
Goddard, Major Herbert W. 
Goldsmith, Louis S. 
Goldstein. H. S. 
Gordon, Hon. Jas. Gay 
Gordon, Hon. Jas. Gay, Jr. 
Gorman, Hon. Jas. E. 
Goyette, Major A. Erland 
Grakelow, Chas. H. 
Hadley, Wm. B. 

Hall, F. R. B. 
Hallowell, Jas. F. 
Hammond, Dr. Frank C. 
Harrig fA dr. 
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Harris, David W. 
Harris, F. M. 
Havens, Fred A. 
Havens, Herbert E. 
Hazlett, Jas. M. 
Heiligman, Otto R. 
Henderson, Hon. Geo. 
Henon, Paul J. 
Henry Patrick 
Herrick, Dr. Cheesman 
Hetzell, Isaac B. 
Hicks, Geo. W. B. 
Highfield, W. J. 

Hill, Wm. E. 

Hillsley, William 
Hines, John 

Hoft, Paul J. 
Hokanson, Oscar Mons 
Holloway. Capt. F. W. 
Holmes, Geo. F. 
Hulme, Norman 
Hummell, Dr. E. G. 
Hunter, E. J. 

Huston, Joseph M. 
Jellett, Stewart A. 
Johnston, James 
Johnson, Philip H. 
Jones, Col. Chas. E. 
Jones, Rufus 

Jost, Richard Y. 
Judge, Major Edw. A. 
Keay, L. Kent 

Keefer, Thos. S. 
Keeley, Harry 

Kelly, N. B. 
Kendrick, Chas. H. 
Kendrick, Murdock 
Kennedy, John A. 
Kenworthy, Frank IL. 


_Kephart, Hon. John W. 


Kessler, C. A. 
Kessler, Geo.. Jr. 
Kessler, Harry C. 
Kessler, Robert 
Kessler, Wm. L. 
Ketcham, John K. 
Ketcham, John S. 
Ketcham, Wm. B. 
King, Harry H. 
Klauder, Chas. Z. 
Knowles, Hon, Wm, Gray 
Krusen, Dr. Wilmer 


Kuenzel, Ha rry 
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Ladner, Albert H., Jr. 
Lafferty, E. J. 
Lamorelle, Hon. Jos. F. 


Lanard, Lieut.-Col. Thos. L. 


Lavis, David 

Lederle, Robert J. 
Levick, Morris E. 

Lewis, Hon. Edwin O. 
Lewis, Stanford B. 
Little, J. Lindsay 

Loeb, Edward 

Lovatt, George I. 
Ludlow, Benj. H. 
Marshall, Thos. H. 
Martin, Chas. L. 
Martin, Frank H. 
Martin, Hon. J. Willis 
Martin, Stanley M. 
Matos, William W. 
Maize, Frank E. 
Melhorn, Dr. Nathan R. 
Meredith, Capt. Bernard 
Monoghan, Hon. John 
Moore, Hon. J. Hampton 
Morford, Dr. Wm. B. 
Muckle, Col. John S. 
Munger, Herbert N, 
Myers, Wm. 

MacDowell, T. Wayne 
MacNeille, Hon. Raymond 
McCarthy, J. A. 
MeCoach, William 
McCollum, H. B. 
McDevitt, Hon. Harry S. 
McGehee, Dr. Hanford B. 
McHugh, H. Bart 
MecKeehan, Chas. L. 
McKenna, B. J. 
MelWinley, John J. 
McMahon, Edw. 
McParland, Chas. C. 
McQuade, John 
McQuade, John S., Jr. 
Nason, H. B. 

Neff, Seymore 

Nickles, Theodore E. 
O’Keefe, E. J. 

Oster, H. B. 

Passmore, E. Pusey 
Perkins, Maj. Clifford D. 
Peterson, Norman R. 
Peterson, R. M. 
Peterson, R. M., Jr. 
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of the City and County of Philadelphia 





Platt, Albert G. 

Platt, Chas. J. W. 
Point, Col. Wm. H. 
Pommer, Chas. J. 
Porter, Hon. Wm. W. 
~Pote, Albert 

Ratf, A. Raymond 

Raff, A. Raymond, Jr. 
Raff, John L. 

Ransley, Hon. Harry C. 


Steele, Wm., 3rd. 

$tern, Hon. Horace 

Stevens, W. John 

Sullivan, Jas. J. 

Swaab, S. M. 

Swain, Dr. Jos. 

Sweet, Capt. J. Robert 
Thomas, Dr. Howard A. 
Thompson, Hon, Henry C. 
Thompson, Hon. J. Whitaker 
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Redman, Henry J. 
Reitinger, John H. 
Richter, Thos. D. 
Rigling, Aifred 
titchie, Geo., Jr. 
Roberts, H. S. 
Robinson, Herbert P. 
Robinson, John P. 
Robinson, Wood 
Rogers, Collins B. 
Roper, W. W. 
Rowen, Wm. 
Samuels, Bernard 
Schaeffer, Philip H. 
Schaffer, Wm. L. 
Scholes, Walter 
Schuler, Clyde A. 
Shedd, Fred Fuller 


Shoemaker, Hon. Wm. H. 


Shoemaker, Samuel 8. 
Smith, Edw. K. 
Smith, Hon. Frank 
Smith, Howard 
Smith, Reuben S. 
Snowden, Lee 


Snyder, Maj. Edw. Havemeyer 


Stanley, Maj. Lewis H. 


Steele, Andrew L. 


Steele. Donald M. 
Steele, Edw. A. 
Steele, John L. 
Steele, John S. 
Steele, J. Lyle, Jr. 
Steele, Jos. M. 
Steele, Wm. B. 
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Thompson, John Porter 
Trafford, Thos. A. 
Trafford, Thos. C. 
Trigg, Ernest T. 
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VanDusen. Hon. Lewis H. 


Vaughan, Charles P. 
Waid, D. Everett 
Walsh, Hon. John E. 
Walter, Simon 
Walton, Howard 
Ward, William H. 
Watson, Frank R. 
Watson, George J. 
Watson, Thomas F. 
Weinberg, Samuel 
Whitaker, Henry 
Whiteside, Geo. M. 
Wilbur, Lawrence H. 
Wilson, Alexander, Jr. 
Wilson, Edgar M. 
Windrim, John T. 
Wintz, Edward C. 
Wintz, Frank I. 
Wintz, Frank I., Jr. 
Wintz, Jos. A. 
Wittig, Harry 
Wood, Charles 8S. 
Wood, Col. W. S. 
Wunder, Clarence 
Yarnall, Ernest R. 
Yarnall; Stanley R. 
Yarnall, Thomas 
Young, George F. 


Young, Milton 
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SCENE FROM RE-ENACTMENT OF First Session or First ContineNTAL CONGRESS 
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The Carpenters’ Company 





In presenting United States Senator George Wharton Pepper as 
the presiding officer, President Kessler spoke as follows: 


Ladies and gentlemen, and visitors from the thirteen original 
states : 


Permit me, on behalf of the membership of The Carpenters’ 
Company of the city and county of Philadelphia, to extend to you a 
most hearty and sincere welcome to this, the 200th anniversary of 


éur Company and the 150th anniversary of the meeting of the 


First Continental Congress in our Hall. 

It is with the greatest pleasure that I announce to you the pre- 
siding officer of the meeting. He is so well known to you all that 
he needs no introduction. I therefore present to you the Honorable 
George Wharton Pepper. (Applause.) 


Senator Pepper addressed the assembly as presiding officer. He 
spoke as follows: 


Mr. President and Ladies and Gentlemen: Is is a good thing 
in season to turn the hands of the clock forward in the interest 
of conserving daylight. It is a better thing from time to time to 
turn the hands of the clock backward and live again for a while 
in the past and revive those memories which tend to the con- 
servation of the republic. It is this service which the ancient and 
honorable Carpenters’ Company is doing for the community and 
the nation. These men, who intended to become the designers ol 
structures destined to perish, by their patriotism and for esight be- 
came forever associated with the architects of a structure destined 
to be as permanent as any structure of mortal man can be. These 
men, in celebrating their 200th anniversary, and the 150th anni- 
versary of the meeting of the First Continenta al Congress, have 
brought to Philadelphia, as the guest alike of the Company and 
of the City, the President of the United States, (Applause ) who 
today has ‘received from the Company the signal honor of indue- 
tion into membership as an honorary member of the body. He 
will be at the Academy of Music at eight o’clock, as the guest, I 
say, of the City and of the Company. We must proceed “thither 
in season, so that we shall not keep him waiting. I estimate that 
we must leave this room at twenty minutes of “eight. 

In the interval we shall have the pleasure of hearing brief greet- 
ings from some of those who have accepted the hospitality of the 
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The Carpenters’ Company 
Mee rear erste es 


Company; and first I am going to call upon a man with whom 
intimate association in the Senate of the United States has been 
to me an unmixed pleasure. We come to know each other there 
through and through. We know even as we are known; and this 
man is wise and clear in counsel, he is effective and courageous 
in utterance, in personal relationship he is a delightful compan- 
ion and a loyal friend. I introduce io you with great pleasure, 
Senator George H. Moses, of New Hampshire. (\ pplause.) 


He was followed by Senator Moses of New Hampshire. 


Mr. Toastmaster, Members of the Carpenters’ Company, and 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I required no one of the warnings cryptically uttered by the 
presiding officer. You will not be delayed in getting to the Acad- 
emy on account of anything which I shall say. I also did not 
require, sir, (turning to Senator Pepper) the: whispered warning 
which you gave me as to the topie which I might not discuss. [ 
do not intend to discuss religion, because, like most modern men, 
I keep mine in my wife’s name. (Laughter.) I shall not dis- 
cuss Prohibition, because a member of the House of Representa- 
tives has just been indicted for empirical pursuits in connection 
with it, and I shall not discuss politics, because I know nothing 
about the subject. (Laughter. ) 

But I cannot forbear to express my great appreciation of all 
the privileges which the day has brought me, and~especially by 
that significant, and to me affecting scene which took place in 
Carpenters’ Hall this afternoon. With the limited time at mv 
disposal tonight, I feel of course that a representative of a small 
State should be, as I was taught as a boy, in a country classroom 
in New Hampshire, that small children should be, that is, seen 
and not heard. But as I thought of the anniversary which we 
commemorate, I recalled the journal of the First Continental Con- 
gress and thought too that those were fighting days in this repu)- 
lic, and I could not escape some thrill of pride at the first name 
which led the roll of membership in the First Continental Con- 
gress, a name well known in fighting annals in this country.— 
John Sullivan, an Irish schoolmaster from New Hampshire, who, 
though he may have voted yea on the Galloway proposal, soon ex- 
perienced a great change of heart, because at Christmas time fol- 
lowing that vote, he led a company of men who struck the first 
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armed blow against the British Government in this country when 
he overpow ered the garrison at Fort William and Mary, took from 
it its store of powder, and hid it beneath the pulpit of the Quaker 
Church in his home town, whence it was brought out only at the 
Battle of Bunker Hill, where Sparks’ men made use of it to gain 
the moral victory which the Continental Troops won on that great 
day. ( Applause.) And as I recall this fighting man of ‘New 
Hampshire in the First Continental Congress, I call the presiding 
officer to witness that New Hampshire now sends peaceable ‘Tep- 


esentatives to Washington. (Applause.) 


Father Fortier’s speech is as follows 


Honorable Toastmaster, Ladies and Gentlemen, and members 
of The Carpenters’ Company: 


It is well that the toastmaster has so kindly told you of the 
reasons for brevity. Those same reasons will, as you will surmise, 
cause the few remarks which I am to make to be extemporaneous, 
as the few minutes allowed would not permit the development of 
the subjects which he announced, “Ideals and Service.” But it is 
not necessary to give detailed developments to the ideals of the 
American Government to men like yourselves, or to members of 
The Carpenters’ Company, who have today placed all the United 
States, the Citizens of Philadelphia, and all of vou especially who 
represent them, under a great debt of eratitude, in that they 
have celebrated the 130th anniversary of the First Continental 
Congress and the 200th anniversary of their own foundation, in a 
celebration such as this, in which it was their intention not only 
to recall to their own members the service which their founders 
had rendered to these United States, but also to recall to them the 
obligations which they assumed by that first service, in recalling 
and repeating to all the people of America on suitable occasions, 
and through them to generation after generation, the validity, the 
greatness and the brightness of those ideals which actuated the 
men who were the first legislators in this, our country. There 
were those who made it a great hazard of life and property to har- 
bor the men who first came together here in Philadelphia to de- 
liberate about the rejection of their allegiance to England and the 
assuming unto their own hands of the sovereiguty of the people 
which was theirs by right. It was a great service which The Car- 
penters’ Company has performed by the various celebrations in 
which they have thus aroused in the minds of all that spirit of 
love of country. 
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You have this afternoon seen reproduced in tableaux vivants 
and in pageantry the great ¢haracters that enacted those wonder- 
ful roles in 1774. You have contemplated the person of Patrick 
Henry, who, when these men had convened in Carpenters’ Hall, 
was the first to break the silence. These men had come from dis- 
tant centers, differing one from the other in political views gener- 
ally, in education, in age, in race, in blood, in creed, in nutriment, 
in rank, in fortune, in capacities; and yet Patrick Henry, as he 
felt the ominous silence that fell upon them as they looked into 
each other’s faces and saw the grim determination in the heart of 
each, Patrick Henry was the one that gave voice to that spirit of 
love of country, that love of sovereignty of the people. Would 
that I had the voice and eloquence of Patrick Henry, the skill of 
Jefferson or Madison, that I had the wisdom of Benjamin Frank- 
lin, that I had the character and balance of a Washington, to be 
able to depict to you and to refresh your minds with that scene 
from an intellectual point of view! Up above all these differences 
of creed, differences of spirit and differences of culture, the voice 
of Patrick Henry came out and surmounted all differences with 
that great note, that great spirit, of love of country, that welded 
all those minds into one, that made all the hearts and spirits of 
all these men a single body determined upon a single purpose. It 
was expressive of the liberty of America, of the spirit and love 
of America struggling to be free. Patrick Henry began that great 
movement and council which found its utterance ultimately in the 
Declaration of Independence. In the preamble of the Declaration 
of Independence is a charter that has been given of God Almighty 
to the human race, to which appeal was made by these, our fore- 
fathers. Therein they said that God created man a social being 
by nature; that that sovereignty of the people belongs in that 
natural body, formed of the people organized into one, by their 
own consent, indeed, but absolutely in accordance with the limi- 
tations which are written in human. nature, with‘ the conditions 
that are there in the human heart, yet easily discernible by the 
human mind. that God Almighty created man a social being, 
therefore by his very nature he has a right to coalesce with his 
neighbor freely in order, by concerted action and common endeavor 
to seek the common end, the temporal welfare and temporal good 
of the whole body. That sovereignty of the people is invested in 
the people themselves thus once organized, and comes not from 
any individual. It comes not from a King. It comes not from 
positive law. It comes not from any reference of man, but it 
comes from the hand of God, exhibiting itself. in the very nature 
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of man, recognizable by his own intellect, and therefore making 
clear his charter to the rights, the Inalienable rights, to act with 
all his fellow-beings in the government of that body. True indeed, 
the body itself may select now this person, now that person, for 
this particular function or that function or yet another function; 
but still, all the while the sovereignty of the people is in the peo- 
ple and remains in the people, belongs to the people, even though 
by deputation or by selection they choose to appoint agents to ex- 
ercise that sovereignty for them. 

“This, my dear friends, is the fundamental notion of our Ameri- 
can citizenship. This is the fundamental notion of our govern- 
ment in America, that we are created by God equal, and as a body 
having and holding as our own that sovereignty in the people. 

It was in defiance, therefore, of the absolutism of Kings that 
that body of Continentals or representatives of the various colonies 
assembled in Carpenters’ Hall, in order to protest against and to 
repudiate that imperialistic will which had usurped the sovereignty 
of the people for his own exercise, not as the deputy of the people, 
but in his own name and in his own right. This was then known 
as the divine right of Kings. 

My dear friends, there is no time to tell you of the serv- 
ices of Benjamin Franklin, of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, of 
George Washington: but there is only time to remind you of the 
services of The Carpenters’ Company, and to express our thanks on 
the part of the Mayor of Cambridge, I bring the greetings of Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. (Applause.) 

Before Harvard Square, there was a tall elm, one hundred and 
fifty years ago, with large bowery branches, under which George 
Washington took command of the Continental Army. For 150 
years it stood as a monument of that bravery, of that wisdom, of 
the Continental Congress, that placed George Washington in com- 
mand. The other day the wind blew the tree over. For 150 years 
it had been a place of pilgrimage to which the spirit of every great 
American has gone with great reverence to view what is known 
as the “Washington Elm.” The Mayor of Cambridge has had the 
body of that tree sawed up into blocks, and the wood is now dis- 
bursed over the United States at great celebrations. Through Ed- 


‘ward L. Curran, of the Mayor’s Committee of Boston, and Michael 


L. Fitzgerald, the Superintendent of Schools of the city of Cam- 
bridge, I have obtained a block of that wood, and it has been sent 
to you by the Mavor of Cambridge, to be given to the president of 
the Carpenters’ Company. Mr. Raff in his kindness had the block 
of wood moulded into a gavel, and another block formed with a 
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veneer, and I am conveying to Mr. Raff the greetings of the Mavor 
of Cambridge and to the President of The Carpenters’ Company, 
as I present his gift. (Applause. ) 


Throughout the dinner, musical selections were rendered by 
members of the Philadelphia Orchestra. 

Immediately following the banquet, all the guests of the Com- 
pany were escorted to the stage of the Academy of Music, there 
to greet the President of the United States and to participate in 
a notable meeting to commemorate the One hundred and fiftieth 
Anniversary of the meeting of the First Continental Congress of 
America. 
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SENATOR PEPPER ADDRESSING ASSEMBLAGE AT VALLEY Force 
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CHAPTER IV. 


THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING IN THE AMERICAN ACADEMY 
oF Mtsic. 

The meeting in the Academy of Music to commemorate the One 
hundred and fiftieth Anniversary of the meeting of the First Con- 
tinental Congress of America was one of the most notable assem- 
blages ever held in the historic Academy. During the early part 
of the evening there assembled close upon three thousand ladies 
and gentlemen, with representatives in attendance from all of the 
thirteen original States. The music for the occasion was by mem- 
bers of the Philadelphia Orchestra. The decorations were superb 
and dignified and were made up exclusively with the’ National 
Colors. Immense palms graced the stage. Just behind the two 
central chairs were two flags,—one the National Colors and the 
other the President’s flag. | 

By reason of the National importance of the meeting, and par- 
ticularly by reason of the address of the President of the United 
States, the broadcasting arrangements were given special attention, 
with the result that the addresses were heard from coast to coast 
and from the Great Lakes to the Gulf. Many millions heard the 
entire anniversary and it was declared to have been one of the 
greatest and most successful broadcasting undertakings ever tried 
to this time. 

President and Mrs. Coolidge and their party of friends arrived 
at the Baltimore and Ohio Depot a few minutes before 8 o'clock, 
where they were greeted by Mayor and Mrs. Kendrick and by Mr. 
‘Joseph M. Steele. The First Troop, Philadelphia City Cavalry, 
which organization. had escorted every Puestaenit since Washing- 
ton’s time, was waiting to escort the President to the Academy. 
Great throngs crowded Chestnut and Broad Streets pi enthu- 
siastically applauded for the President. 
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Just prior to the entrance-of President Coolidge upon the stage, 
Mrs. Coolidge was escorted to the right Proscenium Box where she 
remained an interested listener in the company of Mrs. W. Free- 
land Kendrick and her reception party. 

Immediately after all of the guests of The Carpenters’ Company 
had taken their places upon the stage, the sound of a bugle and 
the clanking of sabres from the outside could be distinctly heard 
by the great audience, indicating the arrival of the President and 
his party. 

Upon reaching the Academy, the President of the United States 
was escorted to his chair upon the stage, the great audience stand- 
ing meanwhile. The anniversary celebration was immediately 
started. 


President Kessler of The Carpenters’ Company presided and 
opened the meeting by introducing Mayor Kendrick, as follows: 

On behalf of the Carpenters’ Company of the City and County 
of Philadelphia, I extend to you a most hearty welcome to the 
200th anniversary of the institution and the 150th anniversary of 
the meeting of the First Continental Congress in Carpenters’ Hall. 
It gives me great pleasure to present to you as the Chairman of 
this meeting a gentleman whom we all respect. He needs no in- 
troduction from me,-—the Honorable W. Freeland Kendrick, Mavor 
of the City of Philadelphia. (Applause.) 


Mayor Kendrick spoke as follows: 


Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

As Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, in the past eight months 
I have had many distinguished honors conferred upon me, but 
none in comparison with the honor which accompanies this de- 
lightful occasion. First, let me as Mayor of this great American 
City, compliment The Carpenters’ Company (applause) on the 
splendid manner in which they have celebrated this historic occa- 
sion,—two hundred years of the Carpenters’ Company and one hun- 
dred and fifty years since the First Continental Congress held its 
first session in our fair city, and that same building has been pre- 
served as a heritage to future generations by that same Carpen- 
ters’ Company. 

I was onc of a small band of men who were thrilled this after- 
noon, after reviewing a magnificent and unusual military pageant 
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passing the old Independence Hall. F ollowing that parade we 
were escorted into Carpenters’ Hall, where again was enacted a 
scene of great importance which happened 150 years ago. I wish, 
my fellow citizens, that it had been possible for all of you to have 
witnessed the scenes portrayed in that old, historic building. It 
gave us a new impetus for Americanism, and in this important era 
in the history of our country, that spirit of Americanism must be 
emphasized, and the more frequently that such occasions can hap- 
pen, it seems to me, the greater realization and appreciation we 
can have for this, the greatest, the grandest, of all flags. (Ap- 
plause. ) 

I am honored tonight, as the Chief Magistrate of the City of 
Philadelphia, with its two million patriotic, loyal, American citi- 
zens, to present to you the first citizen of our land,— the Presi- 
dent of the United States. (Prolonged applause. ) 





It was several minutes before the President was given the oppor- 
tunity to begin his address. The applause which greeted him 
swept the historic Academy from side to side and it was plainly 
apparent that every man and woman of that great audience was 
loyally back of the President in all his efforts to direct the affairs 
of the nation. | 

Never before in the history of Philadelphia was ever a speaker 
given closer attention. Excepting only where applause punctuated 
his remarks, not a single sound ‘was heard in the great auditorium. 


The President said: 


Mr. Honored Mayor and fellow Americans: No American com- 
ing to Philadelphia on this anniversary could escape being thrilled 
at the thought of what this commemoration means. It brings to 
mind events which, in the course of the century ‘and a half that 
has passed since the day we are celebrating, have changed the 
course of human history. Then was formed the ideal of the Amer- 
ican Nation. Two years later this was put into practical effect by 
the Declaration of Independence. Here, too, was prepared and 
adopted the Federal Constitution, guaranteeing unity and perpet- 
uation of our national life. The place of this imperial city in his- 
tory is secure. Rahs 

Your heritage has that mysterious quality by which it has en- 
riched not only your own citizens but the people of the earth. 
Wherever we find a nation which has gained its liberty, which has 
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shaken itself free from despotism and established a republic, there 
reigns the influence with which tlfe exalted record of your achieve- 
ments has directed the destiny of the world. 

We cannot do justice to the memory of the men and work of 
the first Continental Congress without ‘recalling events which pre- 
ceded it and recognizing the consequences which followed it. The 
first important act of co-operation among the colonies had resulted 
from their need for common defense in the French and Indian 
War two decades earher. Even prior to that, various royal Gover- 

-enors had proposed some union of the colonies under a viceroy. But 
this meant a weakening of the local and popular assemblies and a 
broader and more effective control by the Crown. Such proposals 
were resisted by the inhabitants, who were extremely jealous of 
their liberties. As far back as 1754 a colonial conference was held 
at Albany on the initiation of the Governors. Only a minority, 
however, attended. At that time Benjamin Franklin, with a pro- 
phetic vision, proposed a plan of union which bore a remarkable 
resemblance to our present Constitution. But the people feared 
this would destroy their local government, leaving them at the 
mercy of a distant Parliament, w hile the English authorities feared 
that ‘by revealing to the colonies an accurate knowledge of their 
own power it would inspire ambitions for independence. So the 
plan of Franklin at that time found no support on either side of 
the Atlantic. 

But the idea grew. When the English Government entered upon 
a course which threatened the liberties of the colonies by passing 
the Stamp Act and the Boston Port Act, by interfering with the 
local assemblies, by suspending the writ of habeas corpus, by main- 
taining a standing army quartered on the people, by denying to the 
inhabitants the right of trial by a jury of vicinage, by undertaking 
to make judicial officers the creatures of the Crow n, and other un- 
warranted tyrannies, the first Continental Congress was assembled 
to register a solemn. protest against these illegal exactions. 

They came with various credentials from local assemblies and 
voluntary conventions scarcely representing the people in a legal 
way, but reflecting their spirit in the determination to defend their 
liberties. It was no ordinary gathering. Among them were Jay 

- and Livingston, Galloway and Mifflin, Biddle and Chase, Harrison, 
Lee, Randolph. the Rutledges, the Adamses and finally George 
Washington. They were men of faith. They believed in their 
cause. They trusted the people. They doubted not that a higher 
power would support them in their effort for right and freedom. 
Judged by the character of the state papers which they produced 
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and by their later careers in the field or at the council table, after 
150 years they still rank as*a most remarkable gathering of men. 
Their deliberations and actions are worthy of the most careful 
study by the American people. If we could better understand what 
they said and did to establish our free institutions, we should be 
less likely to be misled by the misrepresentations and distorted ar- 
gument of the hour and be far better equipped to maintain them. 

The colonists claimed certain rights of self-government. They 
were determined to maintain that principle. The burdens which 
resulted from the pretentions of King George and his Ministers 
and the exactions of Parliament were not of great consequence and 
could be borne, but the principle which the people declared was 
of suprme importance. T’o acquiesce even in minor violations was 
to admit that a course of action might be taken which would de- 
prive them of the chartered rights of Englishmen and reduce them 
to mere subjects. But in their resistance they resorted neither to 
threats nor extreme measures, but pursued the dignified, stronger 
and unanswerable course of moderation. The Congress prepared a 
petition to the King, an address to the people of the colonies, an 
address to the people of England and an address to the people of 
Quebec. While they protested vigorously against their grievances, 
they protested also a lovalty to the Crown and a pride in the em- 
pire. They declared they were supporting the common cause of 
liberty both of the colonies and England itself. 

“May not a ministry with the same armies enslave you?” they 
asked the English people. “Do not treat this as chimerical. In 
less than a half century the quit-rents reserved to the Crown from 
this vast continent will pour large streams of wealth into the royal 
coffers, and if to this be added the power of taxing America at 
pleasure the Crown will be rendered independent of you for sup- 
plies and will possess more treasure than will be necessary to pur- 
chase the remains of liberty in your island. In a word, take care 
that you do not fall into the pit that is preparing for us.” 

No wonder such a statement aroused the sympathy for the co- 
lonial cause of such broad and liberal statesmen as Pitt and Burke! 

But to the Crown and to the traditions of English liberty it con- 
tained only expressions of loyalty. The address to King George 
was an explicit and unmistakable document, but it closed with 
these words of loyal devotion: “That Your Majesty may enjoy 
every felicity through a long and glorious reign over loyal and 
happy subjects and that your descendants may inherit your pros- 
perity and dominion till time shall be no more, is and always will 
be our fervent prayer.” They indulged in no bluster, no threats 
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and no departures from the proprieties of a petition to the throne. 
But they had no hesitation about Making a plain statement of the 
truth because they politely observed, “ As Your Majesty enjoys the 
signal distinction of reigning over freemen, we apprehend the lan- 
guage of freemen cannot be displeasing.” 

But the Congress did not confine itself to addresses and peti- 
tions. It wished not only to win the approbation of the opinion of 
the world, but to prove its right to speak for the Colonies. It was 
necessary to show that they were capable of a united action, both 


-powerful and eifective. Therefore, they adopted the policy of non- 


intercourse under an agreement known as “The Association.” By 
it they pledged themselves not to import, export or consume. Brit- 
ish products were not to be brought in after December Ist, 1774. 
The importation of slaves was to cease. A few months later trade 
with the West Indies was to be suspended. Exports to Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland were prohibited. Merchants refusing to adopt 
these boycott agreements were to feel the boycott of the people. 
The production and manufacture of wool was to be encouraged. 
Local committees were to enforce these proposals by the power 
of public opinion. The association enjoined frugality thus: “We 
will * * * discountenance and discourage every species of ex- 
travagance and dissipation, especially all horse racing, and all kinds 
of gaming cock fighting, exhibitions of shows, plays and other ex- 
pensive diversions and entertainments * * *.” 

The nonintercourse agreement was to continue until Parliament 
repealed the objectionable laws. This bold measure was denounced 
by many in England as treasonable, but it has often been referred 
to in this country as the beginning of the movement for independ- 
ence. Where appeals and supplications had been disregarded, this 
could not fail to secure earnest attention. 

In the declarations of the Congress there was no note of defiance, 
but their very moderation increased their influence. The vigor of 
their argument and the logic of their legal position were relied 
upon to defend their cause. While there was a growing feeling 
that conflict impended, the Congress carefully avoided anything 
that could be distorted into a provocation for a resort to arms. 
Here was the great strength of their position. Because of their re- 
straint they secured the confidence of the most influential forces 
at home and abroad. They promoted union among the Colonies 
while promoting dissension in England. They compelled the sym- 
pathy of the great Whig leaders, who could not support liberty in 


England while denying it in the Colonies. 
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It would be difficult to find a better illustration of the superior- 


ity of moderation and candor over violence and deceit in seeking 


a solution of difficult public questions. It is easy to draw broad 
indictments or indulge in sweeping promises. It is no trouble to 
indulge in invective. But denunciation does not provide a remedy. 
In moderation and restraint is much more likely to be found a 
way to agreement upon constructive measures. Appeals to vio- 
lence and hatred in the first Continental Congress might have pro- 
duced rebellion, but they could not have accomplished revolution. 
They might have led to war, but they could not have secured vic- 
tory. 

Almost all our history as an independent and united Nation can 
be traced back to the assembling of the first Continental Congress, 
which we are met to celebrate. Our achievements have been 
wrought by adherence to its policies of reason and restraint accom- 
panid by firmness and determination. We are not likely to desert 
that course of action now. 

The case which the Congress stated was unanswerable. One side 
or the other must either give way or maintain its position by force 
of arms. That conflict for which the Congress had laid the logi- 
cal foundation was not long in beginning. Liberty never won a 
more substantial and far-reaching victory than that which re- 
sulted from our Revolutionary War. It established the American 
nation, with all that it has since meant in the accomplishments 
of the world and all that it holds of future promise. A form of 
government was organized in harmony with what Franklin had 
proposed at Albany in 1754. But the Constitution was not adopted 
until various experiments with unworkable systems showed some 
such action necessary. Whatever may be the reputation of that 
great instrument at home, modified and adapted to local needs, it 
has been adopted as the fundamental law for republics in every 
quarter of the world. The influence of that great document, framed 
in Philadelphia in 1787, can be traced in every constitution on earth 
from China to Peru, from the Australian Commonwealth to the 
German republic. They all bear the same testimony, 

The idea of a republic was not new, but the practical working 
out of such a form of Government under separate and independ- 
ent, and yet well-balanced departments, was a very new thing in 
the world. The Governments of the past could fairly be character- 
ized as devices for maintaining in perpetuity the place and position 
of certain privileged classes, without any ultimate protection for 
the rights of the people. The Government of the United States is 
a device for maintaining in perpetuity the right of the people, with 
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the ultimate extinction of all privileged classes It is a Constitu- 
tion which is the product of human experience with all its toil and 
suffering, its bloodshed and devastation, its oppression and tyranny, 
but likewise with all its wisdom, its love of liberty and its determina- 
tion to follow the truth. The first Continental Congress met to re- 
dress grievances which were the result of Government action. The 
Revolution was fought to resist those same grievances. And finally, 
the Constitution was adopted to prevent similar impositions from 
ever again being inflicted upon the people. 

==They are all in that precious document, these priceless guaran- 
tees. The people do not propose again to intrust their government 
to others, but to retain it under their own control. No one can tax 
them or even propose a tay upon them, save themselves and their 
own representatives. Instead of encroaching upon local Assemblies, 
it guarantees each state a republican form of Government. It regu- 
lates suspension of the writ of habeas corpus. It protects the home 
from the uninvited intrusion of the military force of the Govern- 
ment. It guards the right of jury trial and undertakes to make judi- 
cial officers independent, impartial and free from every motive to 
follow any influence save that of the evidence, the law and the truth. 
These are representatives of the great body of our liberties, of 
which the Constitution is the sole source and guarantee. 

Ours, as you know, is a Government of limited powers. The 
Constitution confers the authority for certain actions upon the 
President and the Congress, and explicitly prohibits them from tak- 
ing other actions. This is done to protect the rights and liberties 
of the people. The Government is limited, only the people are abso- 
lute. Whenever the legislative or executive power undertakes to 
overstep the bounds of its limitations, any person who is injured 
may resort to the courts for protection and remedy. We do not 
submit the precious rights of the people to the hazard of a preju- 
diced and irresponsible political determination, but preserve and 
protect them by an independent and impartial judicial determina- 
tion. We do not expose the rights of the weak to the danger of 
being overcome in the public forum by popular clamor, but protect 
them in the sanctity of the courtroom, where the still, small voice 
will not fail to be heard. Any attempt to change this method of 
procedure is an attempt to put the people again in jeopardy of 
the impositions and the tyrannies from which the first Continental 
Congress sought to deliver them. The only position that Americans - 
can take is that they are against all despotism, whether it emanates 
from a monarch, from a Parliament or from a mob. 
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A significant circumstance of the first Congress, one which ought 
never to be overlooked, lies in the fact that it resulted from the 
voluntary effort on the part of the people to redress their own 
grievances and remedy their own wrongs. We pay too little atten- 
tion to the reserve power of the people to take care of themselves. 
We are too solicitous for Government intervention, on the theory, 
first, that the people themselves are helpless, and, second, that the 
Government has superior capacity for action. Oftentimes both of 
these conclusions are wrong. 

Every one knows that our economic problems are very far from 
being solved. But we are making constant progress, both in the 
field of production and distribution. When certain abuses arose 
we adopted a policy of Government regulation and control. I have 
no doubt that some action of that kind was necessary, and, of course. 
such a policy would be continued. But it has not been, nor can it be 
hoped that it will be, always wisely administered. While it provides 
some defense against wrongdoing, its restrictions often hamper de- 
velopment and progress, retard enterprise, and when they fail to 
produce the perfection promised tend to bring the Government into 
discredit. The real fact is that in a republic like ours the people are 
the Government, and if they cannot secure perfection in their own 
economic life it is altogether improbable that the Government can 
secure it for them. The same human nature which presides over 
private enterprises must be employed for public action. 

It is very difficult to reconcile the American ideal of a sovereign 
people capable of owning and managing their own Government with 
an inability to own and manage their own business. No doubt there 
are certain municipalities where some public utilities have been 


-Mmanaged through public ownership with a creditable success. But 


this is very different from a proposal that the National Government 
should take over railroads and other public utilities. What a strain 
this would be to our economic system will be realized when it is 
remembered that public commissions set the value of such utilities 
at about $35,000,000,000, and that they have about 2,750,000 
employes. Such an undertaking would mean about $1,750,000,000 
annually in bond interest and an operating budget estimated at 
about $9,000,000.000. These utilities are no longer in the hands of 
a few, directly or indirectly. They are owned by scores of millions 
of our inhabitants. It would mean a loss in public revenue esti- 
mated at $600,000,000 a vear: and while in industrial States it 
might not increase the tax on the farmer more than 3 per cent. or 
4 per cent., in many agricultural counties it would run as high as 
40 per cent. When we recall the appalling loss and the difficulty 
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in the management of $3,500,000,000 worth of ships, we should 
undoubtedly hesitate about taking on ten times that value in public 
utilities. But this is no occasion to discuss the details of public 
ownership. 

I have mentioned the desirability for the people to keep control 
of their own Government and their own property, because I believe 
that is one of the American ideals of public welfare in harmony 
with the efforts of the first Continental Congress. They objected to 

_ small infractions which would destroy great principles of liberty. 
Unless we can maintain the integrity of the courts, where the indi- 
vidual can secure his rights, any kind of tyranny may follow. If 
the people lose control of the arteries of trade and the natural 
sources of mechanical power, the nationalization of all industry 
could soon be expected. Our forefathers were alert to resist all 
encroachment upon their rights. Jf we wish to maintain our rights 
we can do no less. Through the breaking down of the power of the 
courts lies an easy way to the confiscation of the property and 

destruction of the liberty of the individual. With railways and elec- 
trical utilities under political control, the domination of a group 
would be so firmly intrenched in the whole direction of cur Govern- 
ment that the privilege of citizenship for the rest of the people 
would consist largely in the payment of taxes. The fathers sought 
to escape from any such condition through the guarantees of our 
Constitution. They put their faith in a free republic. If we wish 
to maintain what they established we shall do well to leave the people 
in the ownership of their property, in control of their Government 
and under the protection of their courts. By a resolute determina- 
tion to resist all these encroachments we can best show our rever- 
ence and appreciation for the men and the work of the First Con- 
tinental Congress 


At the conclusion of the long applause which greeted the re- 


marks of the President of the U nited States, Mayor Kendrick as 
the presiding officer stepped forward to present the next speaker. 
He said: 


Ladies and Gentlemen: I regret to announce that an unfortu- 
nate accident occurred to the Honorable E. Lee Trinkle, Governor 
of Virginia, and he is unable to be present to deliver his address 
here this evening. He did, however, forward the address to Mr. 
Kessler, President of The Carpenters’ Company, and it has been 
submitted to the Associated Press, and will probably be printed 
in full. 
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In presenting the next speaker to this audience, I am not only 
honored, but I have personal pride and happiness. I present a dis- 
tinguished American gentleman, the Honorable James M. Beck, 
Solicitor-General of the United States of America. 


The greeting which was accorded the Solicitor-General of the 
United States proved conclusively that everyone in the dis- 
tinguished audience claimed Mr. Beck as one of their fellow- 
citizens. Turning first to the President, Mr. Beck spoke as follows: 


-* Mr. President, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen: I greatly 


appreciate the honor of the invitation of The Carpenters’ Company 
to take part in this double anniversary. I doubt, however, whether 
the privilege is wholly an enviable one, because any speech, after 
one from the President of the United States, must necessarily be an 
anti-climax, and I can only mitigate the severity of the anti-climax 
in my own case by trespassing as “little as possible upon the patience 
of this audience. 

I am very happy, as a native Philadelphian, to share with you 
the pride in welcoming the President of the United States in this 
historic city. (Applause. ) Speaking jocosely, while I am not in 
favor of any tinkering with the constitution (applause), I some- 
times think there should be a twentieth amendment, that once in 
each year the President of the United States should visit this 
historic capital of the Nation. (Applause.) Here it was that 
Lincoln stopped on the eve of his first inauguration to gain inspira- 
tion from the Cradle of Liberty; and I am sure the President will 
agree with me that all his successors can profitably renew contact 
with this historic city, within whose gates so many of the great 
events of American history took place. You have had the ereat 
privilege of hearing the President of the United States. We in 
Washington rarely hear him. He is a very silent man (applause), 
and if that he imputed to his discredit, let it be remembered that 
the first and greatest of his predecessors was equally shy, modest 
and diffident. I remember a saying of Sir Walter Raleigh, fit to 
be uttered in this day of unbridled oratory, when sometimes speech 
is more voluble than valuable, “the shallows murmur, but the deep 
are dumb,” 

We are met here, citizens of Philadelphia, in He presence of 
the Chief Magistrate of the Republic, to celebrate no mean event 
in the historic annals of this city. I sometimes think that the 
grandeur of our republic has been somewhat lessened in popular 
imagination by the relative estimate that we put upon festal 
days i in our calendar of patriotism. Ordinarily we-count the begin- 
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ning of this great republic, now unquestionably the greatest nation 
in the world, from the 4th of July, 1776. Rightly considered, the 
“Glorious Fourth”, while a great and epoch-making incident in 
the history not only of this country but of the entire world, was 
yet an intermediate incident between two other events, one of 
which was the birth of the American union in Carpenters’ Hall, 
which we celebrate tonight, and the other an even greater event, 
When the founders of the republic, fourteen years later, met in 
Independence Hall and promulgated to the people of the United 
States its greatest achievement in statecraft, the Constitution of 
the United States. (Applause.) How proud we Philadelphians 
should be that the birth of the union in Carpenters’ Hall one 
hundred and fifty years ago; the 4th of July, which marked 
the passage from a commonwealth of a British Empire to that of 
an independent nation, and the promulgation of the Constitution 
of the United States, all took place in this historic city! And yet, 
even viewed more broadly, the American Commonwealth is older 
than either of these three events, for, aiter all, it dates from the 
landing of the first settlers on the coast of Virginia, and the later 
landing of the Pilgrims on the coast of Massachusetts—that 
American Commonwealth, now grown so surpassingly great, if 
viewed not as a nation in the 148th year of its existence, but as 
a great comionwealth of 317 years of continuous progress—that 
commonwealth is born of that mighty and greatest movement of 
inodern times, the Renaissance, culminating as it did in its Anglo- 
Saxon reaction of the Elizabethan period; and thus viewed, our 
United States is linked with the spacious days of Queen Elizabeth, 
with Bacon and Coke, with Jonson and Shakespeare, with Raleigh 
and Drake, and others whose names add to the glory of that 
splendid era. , 

It was Lord Bacon who first put into form the first constitution 
for a part of what was to be the United States, and when Admiral 
Sommers’ fleet was wrecked upon the’ island of Bermuda it was 
the greatest figure of the Elizabethan age, the greatest figure in 
literature of any age, Shakespeare, who broke the wand of his 
Poesy in his beautiful play, that incomparable idvll, “The Tem- 
pest,” in commemorating the unhappy wreckage of this little group 
of adventurers upon the coast of Bermuda. When, therefore, we 
appreciate that we were born of the mighty travail of Elizabethan 
times, we can then appreciate that in no unmeaning words, “The 
Tempest,” loveliest of poetic creations, can be called an unconscious 
prophecy of America, for in Ariel struggling tobe free was sym- 
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bolized the spirit of Freedom, while in Prospero, the magician, 
was symbolized that thaumaturgie genius which made of this little 
nation in the course of 317 years the mightiest nation of the world. 
(Applause. ) 

I shall not speak of the event of 150 years ago. Its signifi- 
cance has already been shown by the President in its relation 
to modern times, and if it were merely a historical occasion that 
was to be celebrated, then I would recognize that, with incompara- 
__ble felicity fifty vears ago, when the centennial celebration of this 
same event took place, a young Philadelphia lawyer, Henry Armitt 
Brown, surpassed expectations in a noble oration delivered on 
September 5, 1574, in Carpenters’ Hall. (Applause.) It seems 
to me an infinite pity that that fine historical oration should almost 
be forgotten except by the generation that knew him. If I might 
be pardoned one suggestion to The Carpenters’ Company, it would 
be that they could no more fitly commemorate this celebration 
than by reprinting for public distribution the three orations of 
Henry Armitt Brown, one delivered in Carpenters’ Hall, one at 
Valley Forge, and one on the battlefield of Monmouth, and to- 
gether, in my opinion, the three noblest orations in the annals of 
our historical literature. 

But while I shall not dwell upon the event as an event, yet 
let me sav in passing that while nearly all the illustrious men of 
that era were present 150 years ago in Carpenters’ Hall, yet there 


“was one that was absent, and that was Benjamin Franklin. But 


Franklin occupied a post of danger, and it is well for us to 
remember that fact tonight. He remained in London as the 
defender and champion of the oppressed colonies, and it was 
only a few months before the men of the First Continental Con. 
gress marched into Carpenters’ Hall that Franklin was haled tc 
the bar of the Privy Council, and, as you know, the Solicitor-Gen- 
eral of Great Britain, with malice prepense, brought down upon 
Franklin an avalanche of invective and vituperation such as has 
rarely been visited upon any distinguished man. You know the 
sequel as told by tradition. F ranklin stood unmov ed, with few in 
that audience to sympathize with him except Edmund Burke. But 
ten years later, when he came to sign in Versailles the treaty that 
recognized the United States as a free and independent nation. 
Franklin, according to tradition, excused himself, and returned 
with a change of attire; and it was then recognized that the coat 
that he had put on to sign the treaty of peace with England that 


recognized us as an independent nation was the coat that he had 
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worn in the Privy Council when the vituperative Wedderburn 
launched upon him unmerited abuse. And it is rather interesting 
to me—and I hope you will all pardon me if I make a personal 
allusion—that it was 150 years later, after Franklin had appeared 
in the Privy Council, that another Solicitor-General made an 
argument at its bar, and this time, instead of being greeted with 
invective, he was given the most cordial welcome, and the cause 
of his client, the client being the Umited States, was fully sus- 


_ tained bv that highest court of the British Empire. ( Applause.) 


There is one thought I want to impress upon this audience 
of Philadelphians before I close my modest contribution to this 
occasion, and it is that The Carpenters’ Company 150 vears ago 
initiated that noblest of all traditions of Philadelphia, the tradi- 
tion of hospitality. For, lacking a hall, the Independence Hall then 
being occupied by the Pennsylvania Assembly, this useful society 
of artisans, now 200 years old, tendered to the men of the First 
Continental Congress their new ly finished hall on Chestnut Street, 
and thus began the long tradition of hospitality, which, with very 
few interruptions, Philadelphia has jealously maintained. It is 
interesting, for example, to read the welcome that was given with 
that spirit of hospitality to the men of that first congress. John 
Adams, Mr. President, in his diary says: 


“After dinner we supped at Frankford. A number of gentle- 
men in carriages came out from Philadelphia to meet us. We 
were introduced to all these gentlemen and cordially welcomed 
to Philadelphia.” 


Another example of that hospitality: When George Washington 
reluctantly left Mt. Vernon to come to Pluil adelphia to attend the 
Constitutional Conyention—and without him its suecess would 
have been impossible—he was met at Chester by the leading citi- 
zens of the place. By them he was escorted to Grays Ferry Road, 
where a troop of Philadelphia cavalry met him, and on a Sunday 
evening, when the light of day was failing, Washington entered the 
city of Philadelphia, and as the cavalcade clattered down the 
streets, not only did the worshippers pour out of their churches. 
but the bells of the churches rang a joyous welcome to the beloved 
commander of the army, and Washington, whose diary is generally 
as arid as any document could possibly be, being a mere recital 
of the ordinary facts of human existence, for once had a touch ot 
sentiment, for fe that May 23rd. on the day following his entry into 
Philadelphia, he says: “On my arrivat the bells were rung.” The 
sweet chimes of Christ Church bells must have sunk into his 
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saddened heart as he entered the city and entered upon what was 
almost the last and possibly the greatest of his public services. 
Even atter the First Continental Congress had adjourned, the 
Assembly gave to them a dinner at the City Tavern, which, rela- 
tively to the people at that time, was a dinner of magnificent pro- 
portions. Over five hundred people were at that dinner, and there 
were thirty-three toasts drunk. (Applause.) 

Now to illustrate what, relatively to the eighteenth amendment, 
is meant by thirty-three toasts in Colonial days, I want to quote 
an actual bill, the original of which I have seen, rendered by 
Fraunce’s Tavern in New York City to the state of New York for 
a dinner to their Excellencies, President Washington and the 
French Ambassador. There were exactly one hundred and twenty 
at the dinner, and this is what the state of New York paid for: 
136 bottles of Madeira, 36 bottles of port, 60 bottles of beer, 30 
bowls of punch: and to that were added 60 broken glasses and 8 
broken decanters (laughter), and I have no doubt that at that 
great dinner of five hundred people in the City Tavern to the men 
of the First Continental Congress there was a similar wreckage of 
both china and glassware. 

Well, this long tradition has been so splendidly maintained. The 
Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia. The provisional 
government had its seat here. It was here that the Constitutional 
Convention met. The first capital of the United States was in 
Philadelphia. It might still have been the capital of the United 
States had not Philadelphia at that time lost, by its cwn folly, 
what was to be the greatest opportunity of its career. Just one 
hundred years ago to the day the streets of this hospitable city 
were filled with triumphal arches, made with evergreens and en- 
twined with fragrant roses, to welcome in his old age the knightly 
Lafayette to the streets of Philadelphia. , 

But the greatest service ever rendered by Philadelphia, obedient 
to this great tradition of hospitality, was to come a century after 
the Declaration of Independence. A great civil war, which had 
been the most terribly fratricidal conflict in all history, had re- 
cently ended. It had not begun with Fort Sumter and it had not 
ended with Appomattox. Men of the North thought of all the 
unnumbered graves of the flower of their youth in the South. 
Men of the South thought of their dead and their burnt homes 
and destroyed cities and villages. There was bitterness after the 
ending of the Civil War, and then, within less than eleven years 
of the tragic end of that war, Philadelphia, not the oldest city 
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in America, but because of its peculiar position the mother city 
of America in the historical sense, said to North and South, “Come 
to the old hearthstone of the American people. Come w here your 
fathers came to the First and Second Continental Congress and 
the Constitutional Convention.” And North and South accepted 
the invitation, and on a lovely May day in 1876, when the meadows 
of our beautiful park, sprinkled with vernal flow ers, Were a truer 
and nobler “Field of the Cloth of Gold,’ North and ‘South clasped 
hands in what, please God, will be eternal amity; and the end of 
the bitterness had come and once again the true union of the 
colonies had been restored by the gracious act of this historic city. 

Was there ever a better illustration of those lovely words of 
Abraham Lincoln in his first inaugural, when he said, “The mystic 
chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot 
grave to every living heart ‘and hearthstone, will yet swell the 
chorus of the Union when touched, as they will surely be, by the 

angels of our better nature,” and it was because, in thinking of 

the common glories of the republic here in the old home city of 
America, the ‘angels of our better nature were touched, that the 
spirit of imperishal ole union was restored. 

I have mentioned that only, if I may, to make one practical sug- 

gestion. We are nearing the 150th anniv ersary of the Declaration 
of Independence, Fifty vears after that first event John Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson were both alive and Philadelphia rang the 
old Liberty Bell and bade these venerable men to come to this city 
as her guests to celebrate the senii-centennial of the Declaration of 
Independence. And, as you know, by one of those strange fatalities 
of human history, on that day, w ithin a few hours of each other, 
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams passed away. : 

A century passed, and we held, as I have said, an exposition, 
simple as compared with later ones, and yet one, I venture to say, 
which more profoundly influenced this country for its cultural 
development than any world’s fair that was ever held. Now 150 
years are nearing, and is it possible that Philadelphia, whose loyalty 
to its great traditions of hospitality has never failed, will be want- 
ing on this occasion? I am not here to speak of the manner or of 
the form of the celebration. That is a matter for the authorities 
to determine, but if Philadelphia treats that event as a mere local 
one, if it forgets its proud position as virtually, in a historical 
sense, the mother city of this great republic, if she fails to dis- 
charge her great duty to the nation of inviting all the people of 
the United States to come here on that great anniversary and have 
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a new baptism of patriotism, then Philadelphia will have for the 
first time failed in that which does her greater honor than all her 
mills, textile factories, shipyards—namely, the fine, spiritual value 
of hospitality. (Applauze.) 

The President’s speech has been an ample demonstration of a 
fact that that hospitality is needed for something more than mere 
courtesy. It has a higher significance. A nation that is unconscious 
of its yesterdays and indifferent to its history is in great peril. A 
nation that has lost its historical consciousness is to be feared and 
dreaded as to its fate. We know that no nation is ever great that 
has not a proud and generous respect for its mighty past. That 
has been the characteristic of all the great nations of the world: 
Whereas any nation that forgets its past is even as that tribe of 
“banderlogs” of whom Rudyard Kipling says that “while they 
chattered loudly on the treetops and made brave resolutions, yet, 
because they had no memories, were easily distracted and never did 
any useful thing.” This country of ours, thank God, is not in 
that position ; and yet, because of the very growth of our dynamic 
civilization, because of the express train methods of its progress, 
because of the naturally rapid shifting and absolute change of 
circumstance, there is beyond all question among our people a 
lessened consciousness of that past which is a vital part of the 
living present. Edmund Burke once finely said that society is 
a sacred compact between the dead, the living, and the unborn; and 
if the living are unmindful of the noble dead, and forget to trans- 
mit their heritage as a species of entail to the unborn, then they are 
not a great people, however wonderful their dynamic achievements 
may be in the realm of a purely mechanical civilization. 

It therefore seems to me, and I venture to suggest, that Phila- 
delphia not merely has as a great privilege this historic policy of 
hospitality, but upon it is an imperative and solemn duty—to keep 
alive the great memories of the Revolution in order that a people as 
changing as ours shall not become oblivious of their mighty past. 
(Applause.) 

Pitty vears ago, Mr. President, Henry Armitt Brown concluded 
his noble oration in Carpenters’ Hall with these words: 


“The generations of men shall come and go. The greatness 
of yesterday shall be forgotten today and the clories of this 
day shall vanish before tomorrow. But America shall not 


perish while the spirit of our fathers moves their sons.” 
Now can the spirit of our fathers move their sons, if their sons 
are oblivious to the heroic achievements of the past? And it is 
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because of that sacred—nay, imperative—duty to keep alive the 
glorious lessons and the great Inspiration of as noble a past as 
any nation in all recorded history has had, it seems to me Phila- 
delphia does well on this bright September day to rekindle 
again some of the glories of its past celebrations; and The Car- 
penters’ Company, now completing its 200 years, have placed not 
merely the people of Philadelphia, but the people of the entire 
nation in their debt by not willingly allowing this changing day 
to pass without thinking of those great and noble men of 150 years 
ago who marched into Carpenters’ Hall and commenced delibera- 
tions of which the greatest genius of the British Empire, the elder 
Chatham, was to say, “I have read Thueydides and have studied 
the master states of the world, but for force of reason and sagacity 
of conclusion, no body of men can stand in preterence to the 
General Congress in Philadelphia.” Such was his estimate, such 
is the event we celebrate, and let us, with the inspiration of having 
the Chief Magistrate of the greatest republic in the world in our 
midst to celebrate the anniversary, take with us this great lesson, 
that in the two years that are to come, in that memorable 150th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, the glorious 
traditions of Philadelphia’s hospitality shall not fail. (Applause. ) 








As part of the evening’s program, it had been arranged for Gov- 
ernor Trinkle, of Virginia, to speak. Unfortunately, a few days 
prior to the meeting, he had met with an accident that prevented 
his presence at the Anniversary. He had prepared an address for 
the occasion, which he kindly forwarded to The Carpenters’ Com- 
pany and while it was not delivered or heard by the audience, yet 
it was of such a character as to be worthy of reproduction, and it 
appears herewith: 


Virginia delegates to the First Continental Congress, like Vir- 
ginia signers of the Declaration of Independence, were seven in 
number: 

Peyton Randolph, Richard Henry Lee, George Washington, 

. Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, Benjamin Harrison and Edmund 
Pendleton. 

Such is the list of Virginians in a roll call of those immortals 
who assembled at Philadelphia one hundred and fifty years ago 
as the framers and founders of our national freedom and the fathers 
of our flag. 
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The Carpenters’ Company 





It requires but little imagination, my friends, to picture that 
gathering in Carpenters’ Hall in the year 1774. Sitting in execu- 
tive session, resolving in secret momentous problems, standing as 
it were at the deathbed of the former allegiance of the American 
colonies to the mother country, the Convention witnessed the first 
fateful indications of that mighty travail out of which was to be 
born, through revolution and battle, the United States of America. 

On September 5, one century and a half ago, the shadow of 
England fell darkly over the Western world. 

Taxation without representation stung the pride of the patriots. 

The tongue of Henry, like the sound of a trumpet, urged on the 
colonies to revolt. 

The perpetration of innumerable outrages by British regulars 
upon defenseless inhabitants fanned the flames of rising revolution. 

There came the closing of the port at Boston soon to be followed 
by overt acts of war. 

In this crisis, as in that long drama leading up slowly to the 
final separation, Virginia bore conspicuously her part. 

It was a Virginia Legislature which holds the high distinction 
of being the first body of its kind to stand forth formaily for a total 
and immediate separation from Great Britain. Such legislative in- 
structions were confided into the hand of Richard Henry Lee, who 
moved the same in Congress. They were seconded by the patriot 
John Adams. 

It was Henry who first sounded the note of American nationalism, 
which he did in debate within the sacred precincts of Carpenters’ 
Hall: “The distinction between Virginians, Pennsylvanians, New 
Yorkers and New Englanders,” said he, “are no more. I am not 
a Virginian, but an American.” 

It was George Washington who, upon learning in this city of 
the heroic stand taken by Massachusetts, said :“I will raise one 
thousand men, subsist them at my own expense, and march myself 
at their head for the relief of Boston.” 

I do not arise, my friends, to press the claims of Virginia for 
priority in distinction. That Peyton Randolph was chosen by 
unanimous vote as president of the First Congress is naturally, with 
me as with my people, a matter of gratification. 

But I do arise, Mr. President and gentlemen, to offer my fervent 
thanks to Almighty God that in the crisis of 1774 He, in His 
infinite and merciful wisdom, saw fit to place at the disposal of 
truth, of liberty and of young democracy such leaders of the people 
as I have mentioned—men who, in the words of Henry, were not 
merely Virginians, but Americans. 
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It was Lord Byron who denominated Henry “the forest-born 
Demosthenes.” 

I will not impose upon your generosity or time to paint the por- 
trait of each of these seven sons of the Old Dominion, although 
each was illustrious. To adequately recite the public services of 
these patriots would consume more time than is at our disposal. 

You will indulge me, then, if I confine my remarks to but two of 
the seven I have mentioned, for I feel I should prove unfaithful 
to your expectations did I not pause for the moment to pay brief 
tribute to the Tongue and the Sword of the Revolution. 

By some Henry was regarded as the outstanding figure of his 
country and his time. Thomas Jefferson spoke of him as the great- 
est orator he had ever known. John Adams, writing to Jefferson 
under date of November 12, 1813, said: 

“In the Congress of 1774 there was not one member, except 
Patrick Henry, who appeared to me sensible of the precipice, or, 
rather, pinnacle on which he stood, and had candor and courage 
enough to acknowledge it.” 

Edmund Randolph, after describing the aristocracy which had 
controlled the Virginia colony and lifted men into position, speaks 
of Henry, to whom he assigns the highest honor, saying: 

“To Patrick Henry the first place is due, as being the first who 
broke the influence of that aristocracy. Little and feeble as it was, 
and incapable of daring to assert any privilege clashing with the 
right of people at large, it was no small exertion in him to surprise 
them with the fact that a new path was opened to the temple of 
honor besides that which led through the favor of the king.” 

Following is the estimate placed upon Henry by George Mason: 

“He is by far the most powerful speaker I ever heard. Every 
word he says not only engages, but commands the attention, and 
your passions are no longer your own when he addresses them. But 
his eloquence is the least part of his merit. He is, in my opinion, 
the first man upon this continent, as well in abilities as public 
virtues, and had he lived in Rome about the time of the first Punic 
war, when the Roman people had arrived at their meridian glory, 
and their virtues not tarnished, Mr. Henry’s talents must have put 
him at the head of that glorious commonwealth.” 

What pre-eminence of place Washington holds in history, his- 
tory herself proclaims. What man ean speak of Washington—what 
mortal sound the praises of the immortal ? 

Field marshal of freedom—high chieftain of the embattled forces 
of militant democracy—strong instrument in the hands of the most 
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high God for the liberation, of the peoples—unterrified captain of 
liberty and of truth—a world salutes you! 

What Virginia contributed, what Virginia accomplished toward 
the birth of this nation, was but a part of the universal whole in 
which all the thirteen colonies heroically joined. Without union 
the task had been impossible. And as in union the danger, so in 
success the glory is justly shared by all. 

With one more word I close: 

Out of the night of revolutionary conflict, floating over the Dec- 
laration of Independence, guarding the Constitution, arose a flag. 
No such banner of light was ever before lifted on this dark sphere. 

Studded with stars in an azure field, streaked with the red and 
white of early dawn, baptized in the glory of truth and blessed with 
the love of God, arose that unsullied hope of the world—the Stars 
and Stripes. 

Like a bow of promise that banner shone in the sky of battle. 
Like a pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night it led on, against 
What seemed hopeless odds, the patriot armies of the colonies. 

It crossed the Delaware with Washington at midnight in Decem- 
ber; it inspired confidence amid that Winter at Valley Forge, when 
all seemed dead but hope; it floated in the sunshine of final vie- 
tory at Yorktown. | 

It is a flag which never vet has been furled in defeat—that 
Standard of the brave, that ensign of the free. 

In the name of their God, the Colonials set up their banners, and 
the God of truth smiled out of heaven on the star-spangled flags. 

Such was the birth of this nation, cradled in tempest and born of 
battle. And if today the Republic has in some measure fulfilled 
the dreams of its founders, this consummation was rendered pos- 
sible by that devoted band of Colonial patriots which, defying might 
in the defense of right, with the British blockading Boston, assem- 
bled as the First Continental Congress in Carpenters’ Hall in 1774. 


«it the close of Mr. Beck’s address'and after the applause sub- 
sided, the entire audience arose and stood during the rendition by 
the orchestra of the “Star Spangled Banner” Tho President and 
his party were then escorted to his special train and left for Wash- 
ington. 


So closed the first day of the notable Anniversary Celebration. 
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CHAPTER V 


THE Citry’s CELEBRATION OF THE DouBLE ANNIVERSARY AT 
VALLEY Force 


THe REVIEW OF THE VISITING Miuitary ComiwANnps 





Friday, September 26, was clear and bright—a beautiful early 
Fall day, ideal for outdoor recreation. City officials now took charge 
of the Celebration. Special trains had been prepared to transport 
guests to historic Vallev Forge. Many of the City’s guests were 
taken in automobiles to Valley Forge and the ride through the 
beautiful rollimg country was no small part of the entertainment. 


THE DAY’S PROGRAM. 


10 to Noon. Automobile tour for the guests of the City of 
Philadelphia to all points of interest in the Revolutionary Camp 
Grounds, beginning from Washington’s Headquarters, close to the 
Railway Station. 

12.30 to 2 P. M. Luncheon to the City’s guests on the site of 
Huntington’s Quarters. 

1.30 to 2.30 P. M. Band Concert, Waterman Monument. 

2.30 P. M. Patriotic Meeting. 

Hon. W. Freeland Kendrick, Mayor of Philadelphia, presiding. 

“America.” | 

Invocation: The Rev. W. Herbert Burk, D.D., Rector, Washing- 
ton Memorial Chapel. » 

Address: Hon. George Wharton Pepper, United States Senator, 
Pennsvlvyania. 

Placing of memorial wreaths at base of Waterman Monument. 

For the City of Philadelphia: Charles B. Hall, President, City 
Council, City of Philadelphia. 

For The Carpenters’ Company: George Kessler, President Car- 
penters’ Company. 

Salute, Thirteen Guns, by detail from United States Navy. 

As the City’s guests detrained at Valley Forge, automobiles were 
in waiting to take them through the extensive encampment 
grounds, with guides to describe the Memorial Chapel and every 
point of interest. . 
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WASHINGTON’S ARMY AT VALLEY Fore 


(Impersonated by Veteran Guard, Co, H, First Pennsylvania Militia, of Swarthmore, Pa.) 
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The police arrangements,were perfect, the roads kept clear and 
no traffic jams occurred to ru‘l’e tempers or detract from the day’s 
enjoyment. 

Out in an open field at the foot of a gentle slope stands the 
Waterman Monument, the one marked grave of the many soldiers 
who starved and died there during that dreadful winter so long ago. 
Close to this shaft there had been erected a speakers’ stand, which 
was occupied by the Mayor, Senator George Wharton Pep epper, by 
members of Council and their guests, while seated on the sloping 
ground forming a natural amphitheatre sat thousands who attended 
this Anniversary meeting. 

The ceremonies were opened by Mayor Kendrick in an address 
of welcome. He was followed in prayer by the Rey. Dr, W. Herhert 
Burk, rector of the Washington Memorial Chapel. Then Senator 
George Wharton Pepper delivered a patriotic speech, touching on 
the trend of the times from the Constitution and the cautioning 
against unrest of so many Bolshevistically inclined. 

Memorial wreaths were placed at the foot of the monument a 
The Carpenters’ Company and the City of Philadelphia, and : 
salute of thirteen guns was fired by a detachment of the U nited 
States Navy. 

During these ceremonies the “Colonial Army” was Henle ed on 
the plateau and far out to the distant hills. Their bright uniform: 
in the sparkling sunshine made splotches of moving ecolor—a beauti- 
ful picture—as they drilled and marched and counter-marched. It 
Was a most inspiring sight and a realistic presentation of the scene 
of 147 years ago, when the Continental Army camped and drilled 
at Valley Forge. 

At the close of the ceremonies, the military passed the stand 
in review. The commanding officer of each of the visiting troops. 
together with his color guards, were called to the stand. There the 
Mayor, in the name of the City of Philadelphia, presented cach 
With a handsome silk carrying flag, with the stars in the blue field 
arranged in the same order as Washington used in his Headquar- 
ters flag of thirteen six-pointed stars on a field of blue, and which 
flag he carried with him in all the battles of the Revolution. Sim- 
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Coror Guarp, WASHINGTON’S Troops PASSING IN REVIEW 
(Impersonated by the Veteran Guard of Co. H, First Pennsylvania Militia, of Swarthmore) 
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ilar flags were presented to Lhe Carpenters’ Company and to the 
Washington Memorial Chapel. A magnificent review of all the 
old military Commands of the thirteen Original States closed the 
Celebration. 

Notable among the various military organizations was one 
attired in the old tattered uniforms of the Continental Army of 
the Winter of 1777. They were commanded by General Washing- 
ton, who was accompanied by General Lafayette. Some of the 
men were barefoot, others were bandaged, all were desperately for- 
lorn, but the tiny thirteen-star flag was proudly born by the eolor 
guard on a staff made from a slender tree. And the bedrageled 
drummer boy tapped his drum as he marched beside them. This 
group brought realization in no uncertain way of the soldier suffer- 
ing and privation during that dreary winter. 

This group was made up of a number of veterans of the Spanish 
and World wars, who were connected with Company H, First 
Pennsylvania Militia. They had been specially drilled for this 
spectacular part of the Celebration. They wore uniforms of the 
period and carried the old-time guns and equipment. Their flag 
was a replica of Washington’s headquarters flag. 

The purpose of this display was to convey the idea that Valley 
Forge was not a battleground, but a drilling ground for Washing- 
ton’s army. During the speaking ceremonies these soldiers were 
seen In various parts of the field, mounting guard, relieving guard 
and drilling. A mounted courier, supposedly from Philadelphia, 
came riding over the hills and dashed down the road, was halted 
by a guard, then brought over to a group of officers—Washington, 
Lafayette, von Steuben and Muhlenberg—and delivered his packet. 

The afternoon’s ceremonies were viewed by perhaps ten thou- 
sand people, scattered over the sloping hillside overlooking the 
drill ground. There was no crowding, no discomfort—everyone 
could see and all could hear. -\ccording to the members of the 
Valley Forge Commission and all those who have witnessed many 
memorable meetings in the Park. this Celebration was declared to 
be the greatest ever held there. 
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The Carpenters’ Company 





“TnaConclusion.” 


Too much praise cannot be given to the police arrangements 
during the two days’ Celebration. They were perfect. There was 
not a single unpleasant hitch. Everything had been planned and 
carried through with clock-like precision—and here again The Car- 
penters’ Company wish to express its appreciation of the hearty 
support given by Mr. William W. Matos throughout this entire 
Celebration. 


The present membership of The Carpenters’ Company is as 
follows: | 


THE TIONORABLE CALVIN COOLIDGE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Honorary Member, The Carpenters’ Company 


John B. Betts 


Frank G. Enelish 
*John Dunean 


Frank I. Wintz 


John K. Keteham 
Thomas H. Marshall 
J. Lindsay Little 


*Arthur H. Williams 


Goerge J, Watson 


*John G. Ruff 


Joseph Bird 

James Johnston 
William C. Carman 
A. Raymond Raff 
Harry Brocklehurst 
Joseph M. Steele 
John W. Cornell 
William H. Myers 
Alexander Wilson, Jr. 
William R. Dougherty 
Joshua C. Dunean 
John L. Steele 

George Kessler 

Henry C. Dahl 

Harry Gill, Jr. 
Robert M. Peterson 
Fred A. Tlavens 
Herbert E. Havens 


Samuel Shoemaker 
George Ritchie, Jr. 
Andrew L. Steele 
George M. Whiteside 
Milton W. Young 
Charles J. W. Platt 
*Harry H. Cluck 
Thomas C. Trafford 
Andrew Donaldson 

BK. Chliiford Durrell 
John Porter Thompson 
Norman Rush Peterson 
Franklin B. Davis 
William A. Christy 
William S. Hillsley 
John S. MeQuade 
Cloyde A. Schuler 
Thomas S. Keefer 
William John Stevens 
Bernard J. McKenna 
Ernest R. Yarnall 
John S, KNeteham 
John W. English 
Gilbert C. Davis 


*Members not attending Celebration 
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